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AN EXCELLENT 
FREATISE OF CHRISTIAN 5 2 
RIGHTEOVSNES, WRITTEN FIRST 
in the French tongue by M. I. de LEfiine,and 2 
tranſlated into English by I. Feilde, for the com- 
forte of afflicted conſciences, verie neceſſarie 
and profitable to be reado of all Chriſtians, as 
well for eſtablishing them in the true doctrine 
of Niflificatjon., as alſo r enabling than to 
confute the falſe doctrinę of all Papiſtes and 
HerefickeainehatpoinG, n r 
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To the Reader. 


| toe wii the ioy of Chriſtians all, 
Aid vp within this booke: 
To teache the way that leades to life, 
whereon ęeh man may looke. 
It is not e, but it is he, 
that freely x iueth life; 
That none bur he, may praiſed be, 
chour Ie or or ile. 
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RENERER ER KEN 
TO THE VERT VOVS 
AND MY VERY DEARE 


FREND. THE LADY ELIZABETH 
Terwhitte I. F. wiſneth encreaſe of godlines , and 
conſtancy inthe true religion of Chriſt co the ende 
and in the ende. | 
x, 0 Ig hi vVorshipfull, 8 my Ve- : 
rn good Lady after had peru- 
Ned this litle treatiſe of Chri- 
Uta righteouſnes , as it vu 
, -frſt vvritten in the Frenche - 
ongue, I tooke great cofort in it, & thought : 
it to be very 7 , to be turned into 
Englishe for the benefite of Chriſtes poore 
Church] therfore as oc 1 at cn. 
uenient times, performed that I purpoſea, 
vv herein I hau ſtudied to be as ſimple and 
plaine (becauſe of the unlearned) as poßßibly 
the matter & phraſe of that tongue wvould 
ſuffer me. I am not ignoraunt vuhat un 
hard thing it is to tranſiate vvell, and con- 
traryuuiſe, how v eaſe a thing it is for euł- 
ry carping Momus, or iznoraunt æoilus to 
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Ihe Epiſtle 
finde fault: but herein 1 shall as God shall a- 
fiſt me, arme my ſelfe vvith pacitce to beare 
vuhatſoencr hath bin, is or shalbe layd vpon 
me. This only shall cofort me, that Luvalle 
not before men, but before God : in v uhoſe 
preſence I proteſt, that according to the ſum- 
ple knowuledge he hath giuen me, 1 haue 
dealt ſimply and ſincerely. Of all vanities I 
eſteeme it the greateſt, to hange wppon the 
blaſtes of mens monthes. They that are that 
wayes caried higheſt , and haue not the te- 
ſtimomy of good conſciences, neither ſeeke to 
approue themſelues to God, to uuhom they 
muſt ſtand or faule, they shall finde no com- 
Fort in it, in the day of death. It litle auaileth 
a man to be iuſtifiedof the whole vvorlde, 
and to be condemned before God, Therefore 
God giue vs grace to vvalle as in his pre- 
ſence, that vuhatſocuer vue take in hande, 
it may be conſecrated to him, & haue an ex- 
cellent bleſing ⁊ pom it. I haue dedicated my 
labours herein, to your good Ladyshippe for 

ſundry cauſes,thogh I deny not, but my mea- 
ning is to make tha common to the church 

of God: firſt that they may be ateſtimony v. 

| a 


| Dedicatorie. 5 
all poſterity of your foruuaradnes, fidelity & 
ſinceritie in the religion of Chriſt Teſs : 
Then, of my bounden dutie and good vill 
fovuards you. And I moſt humbly beſeeche 
you in the eyes and ſight of the vuhole 
vvorlde, that you conſtantly and inuiolably 
holde and keepe that bleſſed hope of your 
beſt inheritance. And as God inmercy hath 
dravuen you out of the ſincke and mier of 
Poperie , and of the falſe uvorshippe of God 
(vvherto, as to all other vices wue are mo 
apt by nature) to the true religion of Chriſt, 
ſo goe ford vards, and moſt humbly and rom. 
Tinually thanke him for it. Acknov _— 


it the greateſt benefit that euer in mercy he © 


| conlac haue beſtovved wppon ou. Beyvare 
of the vvorld, that maketh leaſt accompt of 

this moſt excellent, and vvaighty thinge. 

Study by allmeanes tv anſruvere this holy & 
excellent callinge , that your religion maye 

Shine as vuell inuuorkes as in vuordes,in 
an holy conuerſation as in a ſincere profeſ- 

ſiõ. Rnov v aſſuredly that vyhere the truth 
IV Godrazeneth, there the kingdame of Sa- 
than decazeth,the ſtrength of Rnd abateth, 
A 74 


6 The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
the pleaſures of the flesh are reſtrained, and 
Ieſus Chriſt bythe ſcepter of his holy vod 
&+ bleſſed ſpirit,cotinually vvorketh, to the 
dayly mortifying of the out uvard man, and 
guickenine the ind dard, to the brideling C- 
maiſtering of the aſfectious of the mina:till 
it be renued,reformed & chaunged into his 
holy obedience, and ſo by litle and litle be 
tranſlated into his kingdome . And till this 
be brought to paſſe, you shall neuer feele 
what Chriſtes righiteouſues is ( vuhich is 
aur only happynes)vuherof this booke ſo no- 
tably & comfortablyentreateth. The Lorde 
Jeſus open your hearte, and giue you vnder- 
ſtanaing in all his miſteries, that you may ſee 
His great glorie, till you maye comprehende 
vwvith all Saintts the height, depth,uwidth 
anda length of his glorious righteouſpes, lay- 
ing holde pon it through a liucly faith,and 
ſo be ſealed vpthrough him ( as I doubt not 
but you are Ito enerlaſting happines. Fare you 
dell moſt humbly from my poore houſe In 
Grubſtreat this ſecand of Nonember. 1577. 
Jour good Ladyſhips bounden 
in the Lord. J. F. 
AN 
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| - TREATISE, OF C HRT 

: STIAN RIGH TEOVSNES, 

4 Made by M. I. de! Eſpine, Miniſter 

. of the worde of God, and newly 

. | pur furthe for the inſtruction 

: and conſolation of the 
childrenof God, 


dana ng) ERE is not any one article 
SM Rin all our Chꝛiſtian Fayth, the 
knowledge whereof canne be ſo 
Ca bealthfull and neceſſary vnto vs, 
Pam g this of Chziſtian righteoul⸗ | 
neſle, But fozaſmuch as vpon this righteouſ- ,,...... 
neſle dependes euerlaſting life: and this righ⸗ Rom. 1. 17. 
teouſneſſe vpon Faith, and of Faith com⸗ Rem 3. 24. 
meth. that knowledge which we haue of the #1 15- 
pꝛomiles of our God, and of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, who r* 28. 
is the onely meane, that they are applyed, and 
freely accompliſhed towardes bs, without ha⸗ 
; uinge any reſpect to any of our woꝛkes: It be⸗ 
houeth foꝛ the better vnderſfanding of all theſe 
thinges aright, that we laye them foꝛthe in oꝛ⸗ 
der, e beginne with the * of Chziſtian 
ilij 


The defini- 
ion of the 
righteouſ- 
neſſe of the 


Hiloſo hers * 
— 7 /;.. loſophers and ſchoolemen: becauſe they take 


men. 


8 Of Chriſtian 
righteouſneſſe. But it mult be noted that in the 
holy Stripture the ſigniſtcation and vſe of this 
woꝛde (Righteouſneſſe) ts farre different from 
that which is vſed in the bookes of the Phi⸗ 


- righteouſneſſe, foꝛ a certaine habite and quali⸗ 


tie, which being ſhutte vp in our ſoule , encli⸗ 
nech vs to line honeſtly , and in ſuch ſo2te to oꝛ⸗ 


der the courſe of all our actions, that they be 


fully framed to reaſon, and co thoſe rules that 
are ſette foꝛth vnto vs in the Lawe: A thinge 
that we cannot doe perfectly, ſeeing that we 
are loaden and compaſſed about with ſo greate 
infirmitie , and fo2 that our nature being is dif 
eaſed and tozrupted , it y2cketh vs, and wholy 
turneth vs, from the loue , ſfudie and exerciſe 
of that which is good: and contrarywile diſ- 
poſeth and pꝛouoketh vs to embꝛace and fol⸗ 
lowe vice, with a meruelous will and ready⸗ 
neſſe. Beſides, we are d2iven and ledde in 


this caſe by manye tentations and alaultes, . 


wherewith the fleſhe, the wozlde and deuill 


doe continually aſſaile vs. WAherefoze we muſk 


conclude , that in the whole wozlde , there can 
neuer be founde a righteous man if righteoul⸗ 
neſſe be to be meaſured accozding to that de⸗ 
finition , which the Philoſophers haue giuen: 
and that it be eſtabliſhed , in a perfection of 

ES, | vertue, 


| Righteouſnes. on 1 
vertue, which we mult moze loue, eſteeme and N 


honour , then any other good , and apply out 
whole ſpirite, and all our vnderſtanding to at» W 
teine to it, and poſſeſſe it: without thinking \ 


at any time that this is any meane to make vs A 
to be accompted righteous befoze God, in 
whole pꝛeſence and iudgement all our wozkes 
ſhall euer be founde imperfect and damnable, % 4-18. 
if they be examined accozding to the rigour of * = 2 
his righteoulnes, | 
1 To vnderſtande then what this Chaittian 
| righteouſnes is, and in what it conſiſteth, it is 
meete to note, that Righteoulneſle and iudge⸗ 
ment, are coꝛelatiues, and fo2 the better vn⸗ 
derſtanding of the one, it muſt be referred to 
the other. The which thing maye eaſely be oh: Nom. 3. 4. . 
| ſerued in many places of the newe Teſtament, | 
+ | - where righteouſneſle is referred to iuſtiſica⸗ 
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tion, and iuſtiſtcation to righteouſneſſe. In ½ 

ſuch ſoꝛte, that comparing thele places one righteouſe 
with an other, a man ſhall finde chatrighteouſ: ne- #.. 
nes is no other thinge but the meane whereby 
we are iuſtiſied befoze the iudgement ſeate of | 
God. And that iuſtification is nothing elſe but 7 non. | 
a releaſe of our ſinnes which we obteine chere“ Years ©} 
thꝛough the fauour, and in beholdingthe W 
rite of Jeſus Chiilt, which there is imputed * 88 
bnto vs, * 3 - 


10 Of Chriſtian 
1 But here it is to be noted, that there are ma⸗ 
any kinds g mn 
of iudge- Ny kindes of iudgemẽts differing one from the 
menes, Other, that is to wit, there is the iudgement of 
God: the iudgement of the law:the iudgement 
of men, and ot our owne conſcience: & we mulk 
know whether our owne righteouſnes be ſuffi 
cient to ſatiſfie and aunſwere to every one of 
thefe iudgements, and whether the ſame in any 
of theſe, can ſtande vs in ſteede to obtaine an 
aͤcquitement and deliuerance of the accuſations 
that are pꝛopounded by our enemies there a⸗ 
i gainſt vs. 
rhe iudge- Concerning Gods iudgement which is the 
— fit of the foure, we muſt anſwere that it is im⸗ 
Se. poſſible there, that we can defende vs, if we 
haue no other thing to bꝛing foꝛth and alleage 
but our owne innocencie: fozalmuch as our 
| thoughtes, our affections, our wozdes , our a⸗ 
P fal. 39. 6. ctions, and generally our whole life and nature 
12. being examined, it ſhalbe found that in man is 
1 fal. nothing elle but vanity, and to be ſhozte the ve- 
2 62.0. ry matter ot death and damnation, foꝛ how can 
= an euil tree bꝛing fo2th any good frute?andhow 
Suniliiudes can rotten and woꝛmeaten ſeede, engender any 
AHewing the thing, but like it ſelfe? In like maner how can 
n, ey hu a man frõ a popſned + infected veſſell dzaw one 
Vvnbabilirie dꝛop of good wine? let vs conclude thẽ, that we 
is do good. neither do, no; can be able to do any thing, that 
. 
' 


| L map 
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Righteouſnes, II 

map be able to abyde that rigoꝛous examinatiõ 

of the iuſtice of God, and that in vs and in our 

whole life there is nothing that can there war⸗ 

raunte and deliuer vs but his mercy alone. Be⸗ TY 
caule we are as the Pꝛophet ſapeth , a wilder: e 2.3. 
nes altogether ouergrowen with bulhes,bzam- 

bles, and bꝛyers, which are good fo2 nothing, 

but to be burnt, and a very dunghill of coꝛrup⸗ In his Zcke 
tion where there is nothing (as S. Auguſtine / 1 

ſaich) but euen the very ſincke and aboundance , 44. 
of miſerie and filthines. 

The beginning then of our righteoulnes is, The begin- 
that we accuſe and condemne our ſelues, and 3 of own 
that we confeſſe befoze God that / which he _ _ 
knoweth well enough)to witte that we are no: ume ww 
thing but duſt and cozruption, wnrighte= 

The pꝛodigall childe withdzawing him ſelfg es. 


farre frõ his fathers houſe, neuer thought that 7% . 


he coulde returne thether oz attaine to righte⸗ r | 


ouſneſſe and vertue, from which he was faln, %%. 
but by the knowledge and feeling which he had 1c. 15.18. 
of his faultes, and the ſure perſwaſion which he 
had conceaued to confeſſe them. 

The publican comming to the temple loa: The ſecond 


den and couered with vice & ſinne, had remem⸗ u__— of 


the 7 ubli- 
can, Luc 18. 


13.14. 


bꝛaunce of his vice and wꝛetchednes, which 
he wich great griefe and deepe gronings con⸗ 
feſſed ; whereupon it came to paſſe that he re⸗ 


i 
| 
* j 
. 


| 
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12 Of Chriſtian 
turned righteous into his owne houſe. a 
3. Exenple After Dauid e holy Peter were turned away 


ef David from God, thzough a great vnkindnes and foꝛ- 


ww o Pe- crecfulnes,as welfrom him, as from choſe gra- 


2.84.12. 1j. Ces, which they had receaued ol his large libe- 
IIc. 22.6 2. rality, had they any other meane to be reconct- 
led vnto him, but by the acknowledgemẽt & cd: 
feſſion of their ſinnes ? whereupon we muſt cons 
clude, that by this we muſt appꝛoch befoze god, 
And that there ts nothing that doth moze allure 
and knit vs to him, then a penitent heart which 


(as S. Auguſtine ſapth) ſeeleth and cõtinually 


bewaileth his ſinnes and imperkections. 

The ar- This humility is not onely the foundation 
| Znowledge- Of our righteouſneſſe (as John Chziſoſtome 
ment ef ou ſayth) but alſo of all our religion, the which de⸗ 
| muſeries 5 cayeth as ſoone as we begin to conceaue any os 
the founda- __<. 

lion of aur binion of our ſelues 2 of our owne vertues. He 
religion. (ſayth S. Auguſtine) will not be any longer of 
the body, that rekuſeth to be humble, 4 to make 
himſelfe litle with his head: foz oꝛdinaryly as 
the vallepes are moze aboundant and bzinge 
Anu. fooꝛth moze frute then doe the mountaines, by 
nude ſhe. reaſon that being moze low, they receaue moze 
ving the commodiouſlp all the deu and fatnes which fal⸗ 
ed = leth and deſcendeth fromthe hie hilles : even ſo 
Wo. Vit behoueth that we be moze low and humble in 
1.84.15. 17. Our owne epes, if we will, that God repleniſh 
3 | vs 


Righteouſnes. 23 þ 
bs with his graces : the which maye finde no _ 
place in vs, if we pꝛeſume any whit of our ver⸗ 
tues. TUhich thing Jeſus Chꝛiſt ſayth to thoſe 
Scribes and Phariſeis, whom he ſawe arro⸗ 
gant and pꝛeſumptuous, aud puffed vp with a 
vaine and falſe opints, that they had conceaued 
of their owne righteouſneſle: pou iuſtiſte pour 
ſelues befoze men, ſaych he vnto them: but God Tuc. 16. 15. 
knoweth pour heartes within, befoze whom, 
they oftentimes are moſt abhominable, that are 
in greateſt credit and reputation, in the wozld. 
Wherefoze when there is any queſtion con-: Pride ; 
cerning rigbteouſnes, we muſt diligently take quite con- 
heede that we be not like thoſe that are ſicke of. 727-59 2m 
the dꝛopſie, who by reaſon ofthe groſſeneſſe ot W — wm 
their bodies, ſeeme to be in good eſtate: not⸗ 4. 
withſtanding they be full of nothing but water 
and ſuch euill humozs, which in the end are the 
cauſe of their death. | 
Let not then that outward appearance which = ſmile 
we may haue of any vertue beguile x deceaue . de, ſhem. 
vs, becauſe that all the vertue, that we can pꝛo: „ 1 
aide fo2 our ſelues, can nomozeendure befoze , fee; 
God, then ware befo2e the fire, And as there zn an ne 
needeth no mo2e but one pinne oz pꝛicke ta mae baue, 
pearce a bladder, t to make all the wind therin 7 nothing 
incloſed, incontinently to come fooꝛch: euen ſo elſe bu ing- 


there needeth no moꝛe, but one verie litle tent a⸗ — 


TL | 


and 5.8. 


-' whereof wemaphoaffour ſelues. 
Foz beinge naturally deade in ſine as 
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tion to pull the vizard from hypocrites, and 


to diſcouer them to euery man, who ſhall know, 
after that they ſhalbe ſifted, that there was no⸗ 
thing but a colour and an imagination of all 
the reputation ofrighteouſnes æ vertue, which 
they had gotten amongeſt men. 

Lette vs not make then any accompt of all 


the righteouſnes which can be in vs, noz let vs 


not bzing it to the iudgemẽt of our God, to bet⸗ 
ter our cauſe, oʒ to winne there by lawe any 
thing fo2 vs. Fozaſmuch as there was neuer 
any other cauſe of the ruine of the Jewes, no2 


anything that ouerchzewe them, e made them 


fruſttate of the hope they had to attaine to the 
righteoulneſſe which. they pꝛetended, but the 


onelp pꝛeſumptuous opinion they had concea⸗ 


ued to be able ta appeare there, en their 
owne righteouſne s. 

Now to the ende we fall not beadlong into 
the like daunger and inconuenience, let vs ac- 


knowledge and feele in our ſelues that we are 


not able to thinke one onely good thought, but 
let bs be reſolued in this, that all bur ability is 


. from the alone grate and bounty of our God. 
Row.3: 27- Moꝛ all our glozy(as S. Baule ſayth) is ext 


ded , and we haus not any thinge in our 


we 


ESSO eau, — amid my 


Righteouſnes. - 15 | 

we are, can we haue any good motion oz fee- 4,910: i 
linge? But it is certaine chat befoze our rege- o prone che | 
| neration, and befoze we be called thzough the en 

| grace of God to the knowledge of him: we are — f 
blinde and can not ſee any whitte of the miſte⸗ „an, befor 
ries and ſecretes of God. Moꝛeouer, we are God. . 


deaffe and can not heare his voice: we are ſicke cor. 2. 14. | | 
| 


* 
- 


of the palſep and impotence, and not able to 2***14-4- 
walke in his wayes: we haue an harte of ſtone, 6 6. 
which bꝛingeth fooꝛth no good affection: and 26. wa 
a mouth full of bitternes and curſling, and we 
are as an open graue, from whence commeth | 
nothinge but ſtenche and coꝛruption: to con? [ 
clude , we are altogether deade, depꝛtued df all Ro. 3. 13. 
good, in ſuch loꝛte, that we haue not any good | 
vſe of our reaſon . Let no man flatter him ſelfe 
(ſayeth S. Augultine)fozaſinuch as we ate no⸗ Auguſtine 
thing of our lelues but denills Sathans:that vpn John. 
is to ſaye, of our owne nature, we are enemies 
of God, of his honour, ok his lawe, and of all 
vertue: and there is not any other differente 
| betwixt vs and Deuills, but the onely pittie, 
which God hath vnto vs, e the gracious fau our 
which it pleaſed him to ſhewe vnto vs. And al? 
though God hath accepted of vs, c that being *+ 
receaued into his couenaunt, we are cõſetratenrn 
vnto him to be his temple: notwithſtanding all 
thele great q incompꝛehenſible fauours which 


76 Of Chriſtian 
he hath ſhewed vs, we ought not vtterly to abo⸗ 
liſh the remembꝛante which we ought alwaies 
to haue of our hozrible coxruptis, The Scrip⸗ 
ture to the end to beate dowen our pzeſumptis, 
aͤnd to keepe vs minde full of the coꝛruption of 
Joſe 40-6. gur nature, putteth vs continually in remem⸗ 
bꝛaunce, that we and all fleſh are nothing but 
1 graſſe, woꝛmes meate, duſt, and filth, as Da⸗ 
7103. 14 uid ſayeth that God knoweth vs, aud whereof 
1 we are made: and that to be bzieſe, we are no⸗ 
thinge but duſt and putrefaction: yea that the 
P/x.6z.10. greateſt and goodlieſt of che whole wozld with 
all their-commodicy and bewty , which men ſo 
much eſteeme, are nothing but vanitp:and chat 
if they were put into the ballaunce to be wayed 
with nothing, nothing would be found heauier 
then they. Betngethen ſo noted in the Scrip⸗ 
ture, vea when we are ſo adozned and enriched 
with the great and pzecious giftes of our God: 
in what eſtimation ſhall we haue righteouſnes 
and vertues wherof we thinke to haue fo great 

 - plenty? | 5 20 zie k. 
A ſinili· Wedo as marchaunts, who alwaies pꝛaiſe 
tudeto ſhew ind eſteeme their wares &marchaundile moze 
whe , then chey are woꝛth: euen ſo doe we of our ver⸗ 
4 + mes: hut when chen are cramined and paiſed by 
wa, thofe which know them, as by the ſpirit of God 
any his P2ophets,they are alcogether tuvged, 
a 


2 r. 
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Righteouſnes. 17 
as olde ragges, toꝛne tyed together Epatched; 
e as old images new gilded ouer, p which out- 
wardly haue ſome gliſtering c ſhew, but with⸗ 
in are nothinge but duff & durt:o2, as counter⸗ 
faite money, which is of ill mettal how goodly 
a pꝛinte ſoeuer it haue. All our righteouſneſles . e- 
ſaith Ela are as olde ragges, foule and loth , 7 _ * 
ſome to ſee, S. Paule albeit he walked in the Ser auxer, 
law, without rebuke, and that he felt himſelfe Y Farhere 
not culpable in any thing in his conſcience noꝛ rene the 
willingly to haue tranſgreſled: pet notwith⸗ ha mag 
ſtandinge he eſteemeth his righteoulneſſe as „n ;.4,. 
dongue. Daniell pꝛaping vnto God, alleageth God. 
not his owne righteoulnes & vertues, neither Phil. 3.8. 
the righteouſnelle e vertues of his compagni⸗ Deng. 
ons, to the ende to cauſe God to encline, and to 
heare his p2apers. Mob ſayth he) that we are 
befoze thy face, we can ſet nothing befoze chee, 
no pꝛopound any thing on our part but ſhame 
and confuſion, Curſed(ſapth Auguſtine) be all u gaſſine. 
our righteouſneſſes, if they be iudged without 
the mercy of God. And Tertullian: All the Terran. 
good that we do ( ſapth he) and all the righte⸗ 
ouſneſle and vertue which is in vs, is nothinge 
but ſhame and repꝛoch. 
hen they ſpake theſe thinges, it was not 
without great reaſon, becauſe there is no righ⸗ 
teouſnes and vertue in vs, which not defiled 
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x polluted with great vices, Alſo, there is not 
any faith,which isnot mingled with an infinite 
number of doubtes, erroyrs and fonde imagi⸗ 
natiõs:noꝛ likewiſe, any godlines which is not 
contaminate with innumerable ſcruples and 
Hi ſuperſtitions. To conclude : all our wine (as 

Es. 1.22. Eſay lapth)is mingled with water, and all our 
i co2ne is full of darnell and durt. 

ll! Theſe/n- Mo if a man woulde boaſt of his ſtrength 
VUiudes and and helth, and pet were ſubiect to a thouſande 
ber fle- diſeaſes: o; of his knowledge, and pet were 
| 5 4240 ignoꝛant ot all good learning:oꝛ of his ritches, 
pride of and pet were indebted and indaungered to the 
Fl ew, her Whole wozld: woulde not euery one mocke him 
ine co ag an idiote and a foole?euen ſo we aſwell ſhew 
e our ignozaunce, and what ſclender vnderſtan: 
bene, ding we haue, when we wil attribute any rigb⸗ 
All ro ſtand teouſnes to our ſelues, and boaſte our ſelues in 
Il} BeforeGed. it, be it neuer ſo litle. 
ht He that is ſtronge (ſayth Jeremie) let him 
Ba e-9-23: not boaſte and pꝛeſume of his ſtrength , no2 he 
ſhet is wile of his wiſedom, noꝛ he that is ritch 
of his ritches, becauſe that, i we conſider what 
1 we haue on the one ſyde; we muſt marke what 
is J we lacke on the other. And when all ſhalbe 
ht well caſte; it ſhall be founde that the expence 
will farre ſurmounte the receipt, and the debtes 
axe much greater, then the . | 
| all 
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Righteouſnes. 19 
all that is greaceſt vnder the Sunne, and that 
which men moſt wonder at and wozſhip in the 
wozlde, is nothing elſe (as Solomon ſapeth) ,. wp 
but vanitie. Js there any thing ſo ſtable and bre CY 
durable, which is not mutable, cranſito2p, and 
vncertaine? what madnes then is it to make fo 
great a matter and ſo highely to eſteeme of our 
ſelues, fo2 thinges of ſo (mall valewe ? we are 
oftentimes like to thoſe that dꝛeame and wake A/mi- 
againe, who when they are a ſleape thinke to . 
haue founde ſome great treaſure, and haue a 
great ioye in it: but after their wakening, they 
lee that all is vaniſhed like ſmoke, whereupen 
they vere e greiue themlelues, Likewiſe wien 
we thinke that we are righteous , this is a 
dꝛeame, which paſleth thꝛough our ſpirits and 
vaniſheth aſſoone as we are awake and are de⸗ 
liuered from the darkenes of ignozance, wher- 
in we were a ſleape and buried. S. Baule whi⸗ 
leſt he was ignozaunt, without à true and right 
knowledge of p lawe, thought to be righteous | 
and feelt not ſinne any whitte raigning in him, An ee we 
vntill that God by his grace, had illuminated = 1 
him, e made his will by the lawe knowen vnto Wy || 
him, E ſo conſequently the luſtes, x coꝛruptiõ ö 5 1 
was in his nature. The which made him ſaone 1 
enough to foꝛgoe the opiniũ which he had ron 


ii 
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After that we haue well ſwept our cham⸗ 
bers, it ſeemeth vnto vs v they are very cleane. 
And yet notwithſtanding , wht? the ſunne com⸗ 
meth, to enter there by the windowes, we per- 


ceaue ſtreight waies by the beames an infinite 


deale of duſt, which v philoſophers call motes: 
even ſo oktentimes befoze we be wel inſtructed 
in law of God, ik we be exempted from groſſe 
t palpable ſinnes, ſuch as are murthers, whoz⸗ 
domes, theftes , we gloꝛie that we are perfect 
and innocent. But when our conſctences come 
to be dilcried by the woꝛd of God, x that Jeſus 
Chziſt who is the light hath entred there by 
his ſpirite: then he maketh vs to ſee by his 
beames an infinite number ok faultes and im⸗ 
perfections, which are hidden in our heartes, 
as are the ſerpentes in their holes. D. Paule 
ſayth that he neuer vnderſfoode ; that concupi⸗ 
ſcence was a vice, vntil he had ſeene in the law, 
that it was there foꝛbidden. Mea, but hadde he 
not learned this in the ſchoole of Gamaliel, be⸗ 
foze his conuerſton ? J graunt, as concerninge 
the outwarde barke and ſuperfictally, But he 
had not attained yet to the bottome, the which 
we can not do, vntill we haue ben in the ſchoole 
of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, whoe in the law wil make vs 
truely to know both God and our ſelues, euen 


as the ſunne ſhining by his bzightnes maketh 
| bs 
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Righteouſnes. 21 
vs to ſee it ſelfe, and all thinges with it. 1 
In the night by reaſon of the darkeneſſe , ober 
ſpꝛeade vpon the earth, all thinges are hidde nude. 
and couered: which cauſeth that we can not diſ⸗ 
terne and dilcouer the ſpottes which we haue 
in our faces: But when the light beginneth to 
appeare , and that we take a glaſſe, to beholde 
our ſelues therin: then they are diſcouered and 
ſbewe themſelues: euen ſo likewiſe during the 
time that we are couered with the darkenes ol 
ignozaunce, the vices that dwell in vs, are hide 
den there, and oftentimes we thinke, being 
lepꝛous & defozmed, that we are bewtifull and 
perfect: but our epes being open, and illumi⸗ 
nate by the ſpirite and grace of our God, and 
taking the glaſle of the law, therein to beholde 
the eſtate of our nature and our life: then we 
beginne to knowe the great and greuous im⸗ 
perfections that are in vs: and we attonce looſe 
the opinion which we had conceaued befoze, ol 
our owen righteouſnes and vertues. 


We are oftentimes like vnto dzounkardes' In ocber | 0 


who being ouercharged with wine and meate, Kaum. W | 
haue no maner of knowledge oz feeling of the Bil 
caſe wherin they are,noz of any thing elſe, and 
pet hauing cheir face couered, and all to be« 
rayed with durt, they canne not perceaue it 
vutill that their wine be 1 and their 

iij 8 


22 Of Chriſtian 
bzaine deliuered from thoſe fumes and va⸗ 
pours wherhy they were ſo letted, # darkened. 
Te likewiſe, befoꝛe we be regenerate, are in 
ſuch fozce beſotted with a loue chat we beare to 
our ſelues , and with a vaine opinion that we 
haue conceaued of our ſelues, that we know not 
the filthynelle and vilanies wherwith we are 
berayed. But when the lighte of the ſpirite and 
woꝛd of God beginnes to bꝛeake ſoꝛch vnto vs, 
we come by litle and litle to bꝛeake and ſcatter 
thoſe cloudes, which were befoze our ſenſes, 
and recouering the view of our reaſon, we bes 
ginne to awake our ſelues, and diſcouer the pi⸗ 
0 tie full and miſerable eſtate wherin we are. And 
| N looke as this knowledge groweth and encrea 
n ſeth in vs, ſo much the mote it augmenteth and 
eenrtrealeth the knowledge of our vices and im 
e Pa- yerfections. As we map ſee by experience in 
| oak png the fathers,who thoughthey were notable and 
i ws ger excellent perſonages, and marked with all no⸗ 
{ {e:inwhom table vertues: pet notwithſtanding they made 
ey ſougſi no actompt of them:but contrarywiſe they con- 
| q heir gh. felled that they were the greateſt ſinners in the 
een  wozlde as a man mapeſee by thoſe goodly'con:' 
feſſions which the ſcripture mentioneth, to 
haue bin made of Abzaham,Ilaar,Jacob,Das: 
uid, Jeremte, Daniell, S. Baule, S. John, 
and generally of the whole Church: by which. 
| we 
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Righteouſnes. 23 
we woulde fudge them to haue bene the moſt 
wicked men, which were vponthe earth, if we 
knew not the humilitie, that was in them, and 
in what contempt they had chem ſelues and 
their wozkes, fo2 the great knowledge they 
had of the lawe of God: the which engendzed 
in them an other thinge, to wit, the knowledge 
of the tmperfection which was in them and in 
their life, when they came to meaſure it, accoꝛ⸗ 
ding to the rule of the lawe, & bꝛought all their 
thoughtes, deſires, wozdes and actions, to be 
tried by the will and oꝛdinaunce of God. 

Ve ſaye in a common pꝛouerbe, that ſuch a 
one as thinketh himſelfe in beſt health, carieth 
death in his boſome. Which muſt not onely be 
vnderſtood of the bodely helth , but alſo of the | 
health ofthe ſoule. Foz the diſeaſes ofthe body _, ;,;;;. 
are nothing ſo dangerous, as thoſe of the ſoule: de :aker 
becauſe that verie many ( albeit their hartes f «comms I | 
are full of diſtruſtes , doubtinges, erroꝛs, falſe rouerbe. 
opinions, ingratitudes, enuies, reuengements, 
darkenes, ignozance, and other deadely dil⸗ 
eaſes ) neuertheles they thinke them ſelues 
in very good health, and that their righteouf- 
nes is ſufficient to enable them, to aunſwer 
and ſatisſie the iudgement of God. As that 
pꝛowde Phariſe , who in ſteade of humblin 
bimſelfe befoze God & confeſſing this fault 
VAC on B iiij =. 
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24 Of Chriſtian 
to him ſetteth fo2the and extollech his owen 
wozkes, in his pꝛaper: And the Scribe that 
bzagged, that he had accompliſhed che whole 
law:and the Sinagogue, that boaſted her lelfe, 
of her owen innocency, and in that, that ſhe had 
not ſinned, Wherefoze God cauſed complainte 
to be made agatnſt her, to conuince her of hipos 
criſte, and of che ſinnes, that ſhe had fozgotcen, 
thzough negligence, and of che loue , that ſhe 
ought to haue boꝛne vnto him. 

Although then that God doth not alwayes 
diſcouer our faultes wholly vnto vs, he wil not 
therefoze that we make light ol them: but if we 
do, he ſtreight wayes calleth vs to a reckning, 
and requireth them of vs, and conſtraineth vs 
toconfeſſe them vnto him, that he map foꝛgiue 
vs: to the ende, that we maye haue occaſion 
herebp, to acknowledge and ſet fozth his great 
liberalitie. And this is all that he requireth and 
demaundeth of vs foꝛ hauing acquited and dif: 
charged vs ot ſuch a great and notable ſumme, 
wherein we were indebted to him. Foz looke 
how much ſoeuer of the glozie of any righ⸗ 
teouſneſſe and vertue we attribute to our ſel- 
ues, ſo muche we diminiſhe of the bountie 
and liberalitie of our God, and we pꝛouoke 


him to telouſte , becauſe we beare him not that 


Joue , no} reuerence, that we owe vnto him, 
but 
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Righreouſnes. 25 
but doe moze loue our owen honour then his. 


And euen like as a houſvand louing his wife .4 fin. 
tenderly, (to make his affection knowen vnto e. 


her, beſtowing vpon her many great p2elentes 
ok golde and coſtly ie welles, ) is verie heauie if 
the dillemble the gifts which he hath beftgwed 


vpon her, and ſaye ſhe hath purchaſed chem by 


her owen mony: Euen ſo God can in no wiſe be 
pleaſed with vs, if we will conceale oz cls attri⸗ 
bute to our ſelues, þ graces which he hath bes 
ſtowed vpon vs, which he woulde haue to be 
teſtimonies, tokens and demonſtrations ofthe 
inuiolable loue and fidelitie that he beareth vns 
to bs. | | 

Moiſes ſaide vnto the people of Ilrael, whi⸗ 
leſt they were pet in the wildernes: When 
thou ſhalt come into the lande which God hath 
pꝛomiſed to thy fathers, and ſhalt haue taken 
poſſeſſion thereof, and peaceably eniope the 
fruictes and delicate thinges that it ſhall bring 


foꝛth vnto thee, Take good heede that thou ſay Derr. 8. and 
not, that they ſtrength and'righteouſnes hath 9 | 


gotten all the: but acknowledge that God, by 
his onely goodnes and lone which he beareth 


vnto thee, hach ſhewed theſe great benefites and 
fauours to thee, without hauing any reſpect ok 


thee, who waſt a rebellious and idolatrous peo⸗ 
ple, no; to thy woꝛkes, which were altogether 


— 


26 Of Chriſtian | 
vitious and faultie: eyen ſo if God hath once 
bꝛought vs into his Church, let vs beware that 
we ſaye not that we haue merited oz gotten the 
graces that be there communicated vnto vs 
by our owne induſtrie: but let vs continually 
conleſſe our pouertie and vnwoꝛthynes, and ac⸗ 
knowledge with the Apoſtle, that in that we 
are bertuous; we are ſo, by the meane of his 
onely goodnes: and then without all compari⸗ 
ſon we ſhalbe richer # happyer, then we ſhould 
be, if we woulde be ſo, by our owne meane and 
by our own ſtrẽgth: much moze J ſay by the li⸗ 
berality of our good God, who is much richer 
and moze aboundaunt to geue vnto vs, then 
our owne ſtrength and fo2ce can purchaſe, oz 
heape vpon vs. And we muſt perſwade our 
ſelues that God can doe vs moze good in one 
moment, then we knowe howe to deſire oꝛ to 
compaſſe by our trauell o2 diligence , in tenne 
=... milions of peares. 

| <:-:1-,4,, Nhat caufe then is there, that we ſhoulde 


aha we the grace dt dur God, then by our own vertue? 
haue neede ¶ man ſhalbe a great deale moze healthful that 
| 6 3 will be thꝛougbly gouerned by the regiment e 

nel, grace Counſelt of fome good and expert phiſitions, 
ef Ged, thenhe that wil be lead altogether by his owne 
ul appetite. A beaſt is a greate deale better go⸗ 
. uer⸗ 


ul | 


# Gcvinge notdeſire and labour to be moze righteous by 


_ a, 20 


2 


Righteouſnes. 27 
uerned by man, then it can be by it ſelle. A 
feilde, a vine, a tree, are in much better caſe, 
being tilled, cutte and pꝛuned by labourers and 
houſbandmen, then if they were lefte to them 
ſelues. Bodies alſo being alone, and without 
any life, are blockes, barthauing the ſoule and. 
life in them, they are applyed and vſed to an 
infinite nomber ol goodly and excellẽt actions: 
Whereby a man mape ealelp perceaue, tha@ 
the infertour natures, tothe ende thepmap be 
well governed and ruled, haue neede ofthe go⸗ 
uernement e guiding ofthe ſupertour. Uhece- 
commeth it then, that in the matter of righte⸗ 
ouſnes, we thinke that our reaſon and will 
haue moꝛe might, chen the grace of our God? 

There are certaine glozions beaſtes, which 
bꝛagge that they haue gotten that which they 
knowe, by their owne onely diligence, and 
without the helpe ol any other maiſter and tea⸗ 
cher: and that they are no further bounde, fox 
the good they know, then to their owne labour 
and trauell ! And alſo there be ſome others yet 
moꝛe pꝛowde and arrogant, who thinke them 
ſelues with power ſulficiently enabled, co get 
all bertues by their owne naturall faculttes: 
as Pelagtus and all hig ſecte, who canne not p. gn 
better ſhew cheir arrogancie and ignoꝛaunce, hu ſec 


then in chus plealing them ſelues, in chem 
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28 Of Chriſtian 
lelues, and hauing in ſuch eſtimation andad⸗ 
miration, the naturall fozce and power, which 
they falflp attribute to them ſelues. The which 
is an euident ſigne , that they neuer knewe 
them ſelues noz the ſtrength of their owne 
ſboulders, in vaunting lo of the weakenes and 

pouertie that is in them. 

Burt loꝛ our partes, if we deſier to be cladde 
with a righceouſnes, which is able to ſtand be⸗ 
fo:e the face of God, and to appeare with aſſu« 
raunce in his iudgement, let vs nat ſeeke it in 
our ſelues, but let vs ſeeke it,. and finde it, in the 
onely grace and mercte of our God. Fo! (as 
S. Auguſtine ſapeth ) there is nothing within 
vs; that can pleaſe and contente him, but one⸗ 
ty that, which he hath put in vs of his owne 
goodneſle, | 

Let vs not then follow theſe 120wde ſpi⸗ 
rites, which delight and contente them ſelues 
in nothing but in their own wozkes, c thzough 
a doting imagination acrompting and eſtee⸗ 
ming them goodly and perfect, euen as apes 
do their pounge ones: but contrarywiſe, let all 
chat is in vs. and all that we do, diſpleaſe vs, and 
let vs be the ſirſt iudges to condemne our ſel- 


nes and our wozkes , fozaſmuch as the meane 


to come ta righteouſnes, is to be able to ap⸗ 
pꝛoch with conlidence, to the thꝛone and iudge⸗ 
| ment 


Righteouſnes. 2 1 
ment ſeate of our God, and continually foſaye 1 
with the holy Apoſtle : J knowe that J am Rem. 14. 
carnall and ſoulde vnder ſinne: by meanes 
whereof J can in no wile appꝛoue that which J 
doe. Fo? J doe the euill which diſpleaſeth me, 
and can not do the good J love & deſire to doe, 
certainelte, there is not in me, (that is to ſaye 
in mp fleſh ) any good thinge. J ſee and feele 
continually in my members a law which fighs 
teth againſt the lawe of my minde, and leadeth 
me captiue to the lawe of ſinne which is in mp 
members. 

O how this confeſſion ought thzoughly to 
beate downe the pꝛide and arrogancie of thoſe 
pꝛeſumptuous ones, and ſtop vp the mouthes 
of all choſe that wilbe inffified by their owne 
wotkes and vertues! Fo? it commeth from a N 
veſſell and inſtrument which God by ſpiricuall I noble 
fauour had choſen from among all the men of p confdera- - || 
world, and who euen in thoſe times of his igno⸗ n % 
raunce liued in ſuch ſozte accoꝛding to the righ⸗ —— 
teouſnes of the lawe, that he was blameleſle ;;, 7, }i| 
and vnrebukeable towardes men. Chat a one miſerable 


then might he be (being regenerated, taken vp Fexer. jl 
into the third heauen, where he had heard ſe- %,. 


cretes , which it was not lawfull foz him to ve 3973-5: 


ter, æ who had lo greatly trauelled in the wozke cr. 11. f. 
ofthe Loꝛd to plante and to water his Church, 23. 


30 Of Chriſtian 
that therein he paſſed and karre out wente all 
his compagnions. And ta conclude, he gaue 
place to none of them, neither in knowledge, 
no2 in zeale, noꝛ in high, and diuine medita · 
tions, no? in diligence , no2 in vertues, no? in 
any other thing which was agreable to his va⸗ 


. 


in. Il then ſuch a perſon did in ſuch ſoꝛte and ſo 
much humble him lelfe , what ought we to do 

after him? 1 oxnaeta, | 
| An other Jſape,whoſe mouth and tongue was clean- 
| example of ſed by one of the Cherubins, + was ſente from 
heyy — befoze the face of God foꝛ this purpole: who 
4 Jets alſo had exerciſed his miniſterie in the Church 
8 [eras of of God the ſpace of thzee ſkoze peares and 
| God. Moe, and without cealing dap and night, was 
Vue 6. 6. ag a good watchmanvpon the wall to diſcouer 
| the comming of the enemies, to the ende that 
boch him ſelfe , and choſe ouer whome he had 
charge might not be ouer taken thzough negli⸗ 
Sg gence : what ſapth he ofhim ſelfe ?:and in what 
e 46.3. place and degree doth he put him ſelfe? Thou 


are nothing but earth and duſt, All our righ⸗ 
teoulnes is as filthie cloutes, and we are all 
faded as a leafe, and our iniquities haue caried 

bs as the winde:there is none that callech vpon 
tgp name, noz that ſtirrech vp him ſelle N — 
olde 


catiõ, fo his good and vprighte walking ther⸗ 


art (ſayeth he to God) our Creatour and we 


a 
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litie and weakenes. And this S. Auguſtin con⸗ 
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holve vpon thee: Foz thou haſt hidde thy face 
from vs, and haſt conſumed vs becauſe of our 
iniquities. Dught not this confeſſion to make 
all the glozie and righteouſnes of theſe pꝛoude 
hypochzites, to bluſh fo; ſhame? Cercainelp 
the perfection which thoſe imagine, deſeruech 


not to be compared to the imperlection of thoſe 


excellent ſeruauntes of God, noz their phanta⸗ 
ſticall riches and abondaunce to their pouerty. 
Fo? aſmuch as the baſeſt golde, though it be 4 fn. 
raped with ſome dirte, is alwayes moze pze- . g 
cious, then the bꝛigbteſt lead that a man tan „net  * 
man, though it be defiled chzough many inftr- 
mittes and imperfections, vet notwithſkanding 
is moꝛe tobe eſteemed then all the righteoul⸗ 
nelle of hypocrites and infidelles, 

There is nothing better, then fo2 a man to -;, 


humble himlelfe befoze God, Pumilitie was of Chiles 


the cauſe that the Caanicyſh who was other: h nice. 


wiſe a dogge, became a faichfull woman, and 


that her faith was pꝛeferred, befoze the faith of 
all the people of God, Becauſe there is no bet⸗ 
ter meane, to lifte vs vp, then to humble our 
ſelues: to be wiſe, then to repute our ſelues 
fooles: to be ſtrong, then to feele our one debi⸗ 


firming, ſapeth; that all our ſtrength is in hu⸗ 


4 
1 


finde. Euen lo the righteouſnes ofa Chziſtian } hypochrizes || 
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militie, and that there is nothing moze weake 
|| and fratle then pꝛyde and pꝛeſumption. Fozal⸗ 
ef che much, as all pꝛomd perſons ſtaye them ſelues, 

| prowde end bpon their owne ſtrength, that is, ſtaye vpon a 


and ſo in going vp is ſcattered and commeth to 

nothing, But the humble man is as a rocke oz 

à ſquare body, which ts alwapes fteyed on 

which ſide ſoeuer it be turned, and there is no 

man (as ſayeth that ſame good father) ſo harde 

to be healed, as he that chinketh him ſelfe to be 

hoale: foꝛaſmuch as he alwayes refuſeth coun- 

ſell ofthe phiſttion, and will take no remedies, 

noꝛ keepe any good dyet oꝛ gouernment of him 

ſelfe, which ſhoulde be meete and healthfull fo2 

him. Euen ſo like wiſe there is no man farther 

of from the righteouſnes of God, then he that 

bath ſome good opinion of him ſelle. Fo2 ſuch 

commonly are obſtinate, and can not without 

great difficultie , be bꝛought from the perlwa⸗ 

ſion, which they haue conceaued ok their owne 
righteoulnes, | 

There is then no greater pꝛeſumption noz 

— moꝛe daungerous in the woꝛlde, then this. Foꝛ 

ger. who ſoeuer pꝛeſumeth ſo of his owne ſtength g 

| vertue, #.thathe can of him ſelfe become wile, 

be * himlelfe equal with God. Fo2 there 

is 


be hun- reede and vp the ice of one nights freſing:and 
Le. are like vnco ſmoke that mounteth vp on high, 


een ©. 42, 


Righteouſnes, * 
is none but God, which is of himſelfe, and by 
nature wiſe, righteous, bleſſed and petkecte. 
Men are not otherwiſe wiſe , then by learning 
and inſtruction : no2 righteous , but by grace: 


no happie, but by the fruition and participa⸗ 


tion ofthe ſoueraigne good: a fthen a man wil 
depende vpon him lelle, and eſtabliſh in him 


ſelfe the foundatios of felicitie and happynes, | 


pꝛeſuming that though the light & quickenes 
of his owne ſpirite, he can obtaine wiſedome, 


and by the power of his omne will, righteoul· 


nes and by the contentation and delight which 
he hath of his owne vertues and actions, pers. 


fecte felicitie:certainl this man eſteemeth him 


ſelfe to be like vnta God. But thole perſones 


that haue ſuch an opintd, and pꝛeſume ſo much 


of them ſelues, they are founde in the ende ta 
come to ſhozte oftheir. accompt:becaule it com: 
meth to palle with them as it did to our foze fa 
thers, who when they acknowledged not the 
honour which God had beſtowed vpũ them, but 
went about to lifte vp them ſelues in an higher 
degree then he had lette them, they lell att once 
hedlonge, and became like vnto bzute beaſtes: 


which thing happened to Nebucadnezarz who ee | 


beinge become dꝛunken and beſides himlelfe 


thzough the great victoꝛies and pꝛoſperities ye 
that he hap gotten , thought to _— vp to Denz. th 
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heauen and to make himſelfe equall with Bod: 
dut contrary to his expettation, to beate downe 
and bꝛeake the idle thoughts and diſcourſes of 
his harte (no otherwiſe then happened to them 
that builded the tower of Babell ) God hauing 
attonce diſcharged him of his aucthozicte , dts 
gnitie and mighte, together with the lone, 
obedience, feare, and fidelitie of his ſubiectes, 
freinds and ſeruaunts, in the end hauing made 
him like to wilde beaſtes, wich whom he lined, 
and did eate, and dzinke, as though they had 
bene his familiers and compagntons: he was 
taught by experience what it was, and the daũ⸗ 
ger therof fo2 an earthly man coſeeke to exalte 
himlelle, and to take vpd him co be haile fellow 
with God: fozaſmuch as he is geleous of his 
gloꝛie, and can not at any hande abyde that his 
gloztethoulde be abaſed oz diminiſhed, without 
being kindled & pzouoked to reuenge him ſelfe 
vpon all thoſe whom he fitdech guiltie of any 
fuch audacitie and raſhenes. Me woulde ſhew 
bs that we are bounde vnto God foz all the 
good thinges we haue, and that we owe vnto 


Him therin faith and homage , and pꝛincipally 


fo2 thoſe ſpirituall giftes of our goodnes and 


felicitte : ſo as he wilbe accompted and confeſ⸗ 


ſed to be the chiefe cauſe and thauthour ol 
that we are, afterwardes foz this that we are 
good, 
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| Ri ighteouſnes. E 
good, and to — fo2 that we are bleſſed: 


| 
dt | 
ne and when ſo euer we will attribute any of theſe 1 
of thꝛee thinges vnto our ſelues, oz elle referre | 
m that vnto any other then to him, he can not | 
ig abyde it, 3 
ts Alexander the Greathearing the rehearſall Alexander 
2 of che great victozies and Conqueſtes which be Greae 
, Philippe bis father had gocten and made, 2 ge of | 
e was greiued, ko; that his father hauinge ſo e, 
p bzought into ſubiectid the whole countrep and 4 
d bꝛideled his enemies on euery live, already he | 
3 tooke from him all hope of doinge any hanoꝛa⸗ 
s ble oxglozious thing: s he had bozne himſelfe 


4 in hande he woulde doe, it fo fauling out that 

J matter and occaſton to employe himlelfe , and Nl 
; bis power failed him not, Foꝛ this is the pꝛo⸗ i 
; pertie of all valliant and noble Pꝛinces, to be i 
. agreiued when they looſe opoꝛtunitie to make 

{| -themſelnes eſteemed and to win honour and 

0 renowen by their pꝛoweſſe, and that they are 

| conſtrained to reſt them ſelues and be idle at 

home intheir houſe, as cowardes miching and | 
daſtardes. In ſo much, as there is nothing that 9 
they are moze gredie of, then the glozie and f 
immoztalttte of their names. Js it then any 5 
meruaill if God who is altagether perfect, and | 
in whome a man can not repꝛehend any thing, 
oꝛ deſire any thing,ſhoulde in ſuch 13 lone his 


A nili- 
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tude ſhew- 


glozy*ſeeing that ſinnefullmen are ſo deſirous 


ok theirs, if once they thinke to haue any thing 
in them that is commendable , But as concer⸗ 


ning vs, we mape not ſtiffer our ſelues to be 
bainquiſhed oꝛ ouermaiſtred of any ſuch pal⸗ 
ſton, which (as S. Auguſtine ſapeth) is the 
woꝛſt guide, and moſt dangerous counſailoiur, 
that we can chooſe, to rule and gouerne our 
actions by. And it is tmpoſſible but that we 
ſhoulde obape this paſſion, when we are once 
ſubmitted vnto it, and become the ſclaues 
thereof. | | 
Wherefo2e that we may go ſafely, we muſt 
be mainteined ina ſimple humilitie, not lifting 


vp our heartes to hie, but in ſuch wiſe taminge 


our appetites, that we be like to litle childzen 


that come from the nourſe. They that goe the 
ig she fruit Plaine waye , are not in ſo greate daunger to 
e huumility. fall as they which go bpon the ridge of houſes, 


oꝛ bppon the toppe of ſome highe mountaine: 
Euen ſo they that wilbe modeſt and haue no 
opinion of them ſelues, they goe a great deale 
moꝛe ſafely and ſurely, then they which haue a 
bigge hearte, and loltie lookes. Fo? the waye 


that leadeth to life is ffraight. And ſo is the 


gate whereby a man muſt enter there. IAUhere⸗ 


foꝛe if we will paſſe thereat, we muſt not be ſo 


bigge and puffed vppe wich an opinion af our 
N ſelues: 
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ſelues: but we muſt beleane and ſpare, and we 
mult not eſteeme moze of our lelues then we 
are wozthe. 
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"Philo the Jewe wꝛiteth that the cauſe why I alege- 
leauen was fo2bidden the Jewes, at the feaſt of „i of the 
the Palleouer was, to giue them to vnderſfand enen fer- 


that by this p2obibition, they had to keep them 
ſelues from the daunger of pꝛyde and pꝛeſump⸗ 
tion, into which they doe eaſely flide and fall, 
which haue any opinid of them ſelues, puffing 
vp themſelues, therby as the daugh is with the 
leauen, Wheretoe it is very requiſite that we 
take good heede, in all our wozkes , to lollowe 
that counſel which our Sautour Chziſt giuech 
touching our almes:to witte, that our left hand 
know not what our right hand doeth,He would 
teach thereby, that we ought to be ſo vertuous, 
that our vertue be knowen to all the wozlde, to 
che ende to edifie them which ſhall ſee it and 
knowe it: but of our ſelues it muff not be 


bidden to 
the Jem ęs. 


knowen, foz feare that we knowing it, it en 


gender ſome pꝛeſumption in vs, which might 
cozrupte that fozeſaide vertue : like as the lea⸗ 
uen ſowꝛeth the dough wherein it is mingled, 
But this ambition, as it js maſked and dil: 


guiſed, ſo it knoweth very well howe to dil⸗ 


ſemble, and to flatter our appetites: fo as we 


Fan yardlp take heede to our mrs" though 
Wy 
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38 Of Chriſtian 
we ſtudie the beſt we tan, to be humble: foꝛal⸗ 
much as it ſtealeth vnawares vppon vs, and 
ſhꝛowdeth it ſelfe ſecretely within our hearte, 
within which oftentimes it is kounde oz euer 
we wiſte that it was entred. And this is the rea⸗ 
ſon why S. Auguſtine ſapeth, chat all other 


finnes are to be feared and. fled indifferently of 


all perſons: but the moſt perfect, and the belt 
exerciſed and experienced in vertue ought 
pztncipally to take heede of this rocke. Foz, 


| ande againſt a8 wozmes engender ſoner in a ſofte and ten- 


der wodde, then in other that is moze harde 
and knottie: and likewiſe as mothes do bzeede 


ſoner in fine woll, then in courſe flockes: euen 


ſo ambitiũ ſoner aſſaulteth an excellẽt and rare 
man in all kinde of vertue, then an other which 
is not ſo vertuous. 

It is therefo2e berie needefull that we take 
good heede v we be not ſleapy. neither become 
llochfull, as it happened ſometimes vnto Da⸗ 
uld, as himſelfe conkeſſeth, ſaping: when J was 
in pꝛoſperitie J thought J ſhoulde neuer be 
ſhaken: The Loꝛd hauing inſuch ſozte eſtabli⸗ 
ſhed me & vnderpꝛopped me by his grace, ſo as 
IJ aſſured my ſelfeto be ſirme as the rocke: but 
aſſoone as he had turned awap his coũtenaunce 
and taken his ſpirite from me, JT was founde 
on che earth ö and J beganne to know and feele 

, my 


all the meanes, and pꝛeuent all thoſe wayes by 


Righteouſnes. 39 "I 
my feeblenes and infirmicie. It is conueniente 
therefoze that we be vigilant co conſider well 


which we mape be taken and deceaued. There ſemil. 
be ſome which are like to chole that tugge at ee 
the oare in a Galley. A man woulde iudge anbivens | 
ſeeing their manner of doinge and howe they Nun 
ſtreatch their armes foz ward, that they would 
goe on and ſaile fozthe right: when with all 
their might they enfoꝛce them ſelues to dꝛawe 
backe wardes: euen ſo being vaine glozious, 
they wil neuertheleſſe perlwade, that they haue 
nothing in greater deteſtatiũ then vaine gloꝛie: 
when there is not any thing whereof they are 
moꝛe deſirous and gredye. Such in times paſt 
were the Pharileis as are pet at this daye the 
Pꝛieſts and Monkes of the Papacie, who haue 
their heartes ſwolne and puffed vp with ambi- | 
tion: which they cloke and coulour vuder the _— 
vizarde and outwarde ſhew ofhumilitie, Thele ,, 9 
maye be reſembled to Antiſthenes, who on a way be re. 
time walked in the common. place at Athens, ſenb/ed. 
with a cloke all to toꝛne and tottred, to the end | 
that euery one beholding him (6 apparailed, antiſthenes 
might tudge thathe did it thzough humilitte; — 
and not foz lacke of goods, becauſe he was a — 
man wel eſteemed and of good reputation. But 
e hauing dilcoyexed bythe readpnes 

iiij 
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and ripenes of his good ſpirite and iudgement 
the hypochziſie of this philoſopher , ſayd all a 
lowde, that he ſawe his ambition, thꝛough the 
hoales of his cloke, Diogenes alſo entring on 
a time into Plato his chamber, and ſeeing his 
bed verp finely made(becauſe being of a ciuile, 
and gentleman like nature, he was nete, in his 
moueables apparell, and geſtures, and to be 
ſhoꝛt, in all his conuerſation) he went and wal: 
Plato no- 
Hviogenes he trampled downe Platoes pꝛyde: but Plato 
hom like- àunſwered readely , that this was done with a 
viſe he re- greater pꝛide: whereby it maye appeare that 
| _ there are many conterfaict humilities, ſeruing 
1 fo2 no other purpoſe but to abuſe the ſimple, 

IF who can not beware of them. 
Humiliue There be of them others, who hauing a cer⸗ 
W # de. taine verball humilitie in mouthe, onely ſaye 
\ | they pꝛeſume not any thing of them ſelues, and 
that they woulde they were as tleane from o⸗ 
ther ſinnes as from that of ambition. And pet 
a man maye eaſely know by their fetches, the 
great deſire and gredynes that they haue of ho⸗ 
nours, ſeeking all the wayes they can, to com: 
palle them, and piteouſlp toꝛmentinge them 
ſeliies, when they ſee they are fruſtrat of them, 
Adde hereunto, that they deſire to be flattered, 
and ars neuer ſo well contente ag mg 
uw ears 


| . lowed him ſelle like a (wine vpon it, ſaying that 
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heare themſelues extolled, and there owne 
pꝛaiſes ſet out: contrarywiſe neuer fo diſplea⸗ 
ſed, as when they ſee men huſhte and ſaye no⸗ 
thing pꝛaiſwoꝛzthy of them: oz any manner of 
wape to obſcure them: Wherein they diſcouer 
their notable hypoch2iſte , and ſhew euidently, 
that they are Iyers , and accuſe and condemne 
themſelues: when they confeſſe that they are 
teinted with other ſinnes, and yet will be free 


from this of ambition. Foz (as S. James Tame 2. 10. 3 


ſayeth:) e that ſinneth in one point ofthe law, 
he is giltie of all, Which thing euerp one may 
acknowledge in himleife , if he will well exa⸗ 
mine the bottome, and ſecrets ofhis owne con⸗ 
ſcience, and conſider by pecemeale all the cir⸗ 
cumſtaunces of euerp ſinne. Foꝛ as among the 


vertues there is ſuch a chayne as entertaineth 


and embzaceth each other, (as men that are in 
a roũde o2 that hold one an other by the hande) 
euen ſo among vices there is ſuch a conſpiratiõ 
as lightely they are neuer ſondꝛed one from the 
other. Whereupon we muff think that we can 
not be giltie of any one vice but we muſt alſo in 
like manner be giltie of all the other. 

Theſe then be not thoſe humilites, (being 
counterfait and baſtardlike) that it becom⸗ 
meth vs to bꝛing to the iudgement of God, to 
defende vs: fozalmuch (as Dauid ſapeth) that 
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the cauſeof allrepzobates ſhall there be quite 

| ; ouerthzowen,and all their actions condemned, 

- Grego54he being ſtrange from God. But the true humi- ⸗ 

dune. litie which God requirech , and which is necel. 

ſarie, foꝛ to make vs appeare with confidence 

befoze his face, is a true knowledge which we 

oiight to haue of our ſelues, and which engen ⸗ 

d2eth in vs a true feeling of our vices and im« 

perkectious, and cauſeth vs to bewatle and la⸗ 

mente, to accuſe and confeſſe them befoze God: 

and maketh vs alwaies aſhamed and confouns 

ded befoze his maieſtie: in ſuch ſozt that when 

we appeare befoze him, we dare no mozelifte 

Tuc 18.14 yp our eyes to heauen, then that publicane:but 

looking downe to the earth we ſape with him: 

Loꝛde be mercyfull to me pooze and wzetched 

Tia 54. U. ſinner:and with Dauid: walh me O Loꝛd from 

| my iniquitie, & cleanſe me from all my ſinnes. 

P/z.143.2 Alſo as he fapeth elſe where; Enter not into 

judgement with thy ſeruaunt: Fo2 no man li⸗ 

uing ſhalbe inſtified in thy pzeſence : and with 

Dan 5.7. Daniel: O Lozd to thee belongeth righteoul⸗ 

nes, and to vs ſhame and confuſion: foꝛ we haue 

finned , we haue committed iniquitie, we haue 

bene wicked and rebellious, and haue alwapes 

bene contrary to thy commaundementes and 
iudgementes. | 

With ſuch an humilitie and confeſſion, we 
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mape at all howers pꝛeſent our ſelues bekoze 
God, and be aſlured that he will not reiecte vs 


from his preſence: becauſe (as Dauid ſapeth) 7½.5 r. 19. 


he neither deſpiſeth noz reiecteth ſozrowfull 

ſoules, hearts that are humbled and caſt down, | 
and penitent ſpirits, Ilay ſapeth: vpon whom /66. 2. 
ſhall the ſpirite of the Loꝛde reſt, but vpon the 

humble, and vpon him that trembleth at his 


woꝛde ? DO. Auguſtine ſayeth: that men ioyne 8. 4uguſfin. 


them ſelues and ſecke out ſuch as are their e⸗ 
quales, and mape match them in greatnes, di⸗ 
gnitie and riches: but contrarywiſe God who 
is the ſoueraigne in maieſtie and highnes, he 
ioyneth him ſelle to none, but to thole that are 
humble and lowly in their owne ſight. | 
Let vs conclude then that there is nothing The c5cw- 

ſo neceſſary and expediente , as to humble and #9 70%ching 
thzow downe our ſeles, as hath bene ſaid. Me 7/2 # | 
ſee that redes and young olpers, which bowe fk. 
and yeelde to the wind, abide ſtable fo2 the time „de. 
of the tempeſt, where as the greate trees that 

ſeeme to be ſo ſtrong and ſo wel rooted, can not 

reſiſte the violence and foꝛce ofa great winde, 

ſo as many times they are blowendowne, ſhi⸗ 

uered and rooted vp by the rootes:euen lo there 

is none loſte, condemned, deſfroped and ouer⸗ 
thꝛowen in the iudgement of God: but he that 


will be there compted good, and will defende 
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him ſelfe there with the vertue & ſtrength of his 
. own righteouſnes, Foz this is as a great thun⸗ 
Similizudes der, that neuer putteth foꝛth his might but as 
ſhewinge gainſt thinges of reſiſtaunce: but againſt any 
har the heape of earth, oꝛ againſt a wolle packe, oꝛ 
51.7, lome ſuch other flexible x yeelding ſubltaunce, 
o#che ro be che blow is bzokenand it ſtreight waies dyeth. 
when they It is à great repꝛoch and ſhame amongeſt men 
preſent the (0) a man to bꝛeake and become bankeroute fo 
lues be- woꝛldly goods: but befoꝛe God it is a great glos 
| fore God. rie and honour, and we know not hom to do any 
thing moze p2oficable and honozable foz vs, 
then (as a man woulde aye ) to laye the keyes 
vnder the doze , and to fozſake all, confeſſing 
that we haue no meane to paye , & to diſcharge 
our ſelues towardes his righteouſnes. We had 
neede in this caſe to be like couetous men, who 

alwayes thinke that they are pooze, how great 
ſubſtaunce ſaeuer they haue, becauſe they haue 
moꝛe regard to that they deſire, thẽ to that they 
haue. Mozeouer, they thinke alwayes (as the 
Poete ſapeth) that their neighbours vinepeard 
e feelde is goodlier moꝛe fructful then theirs. 
Te in like maner conſidering both our ſelues, 
and the whole eſtate of our life , ſhall finde that 
that which is maymed and wantinge in vs, is 
moze then that which either we haue oz canne 
haue heere in this wozlde . Let vs not _ 
there⸗ 
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therefore to be rich befoze God, oz that our 


teouſnes, that we maye bꝛing it out there; and 
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neighboꝛs are pooꝛer then we, as the Phariſie 
thought and laide:but let vs be certaine and re⸗ 
ſolued in this opinion, that befoze God we haue 
not any thing wherof we make ſire accompt: 
neither righteouſnes no2 wiledom : no} vertue, 


that we may ſet out oz alledge befoze his iudg⸗ 1 
ment. And touching our neigbours we mut al⸗ 


wayes thinke, that we haue ſo litle, that we 

mape not dare pꝛeferre oꝛ compare our ſelues 

to any of them. EET, | | 

' zi J2owebeing thus pꝛepared to pꝛeſente our 7he ſecond 


:felues befoze God, to witte , thzough a right point ſhew= 


ing that be 


knowledge of our ſelues, though an inwarde „ nde 


feeling of our vices and coxruptions, and by an hongh not 


humble confeſſion of our errours and imper⸗ in ou /#- 


fections, it is meete yet to ſeeke out a righ > ber- 
fect righte- 


| | on s th 
ſuch a one as is not onelp ſufficient to ſuſteine —_— fend 


the rigour amd ſeueritie ot that judgement : but re d: 
alſo co obceine full ſoꝛgiuenes and tuftification & i= wha? 


ok all ſinnes and offences, and ok all acruſations glue 


onſnes con. 


which our aduerſaries can allege there againſt . 
bs: which we can not finde in our ſelues, noꝛ in | 


any moꝛtall man as we haue ſhewed and decla⸗ i 
red befoze. Fd all haue gone aſtrape, and are — | 
of the ſelues abominable befoze God, there is 2 = 
not one that doth good no not one. Noah was Gene. 9. 21. 


- > 88 
* 


Numb. 20. 
24. 8 

ILuaoſua 24. 2. 
2. Sam. 11. 4 
1. Tim. 1. 13 
John 18.25 
Mat. 20.20 
Lic 22.24. 


1. Cor. 1. 29 


Nom. 27. 32. 


Otter rogh- 
| Weouſnes is 
"3n ChriftTe- 
Jus alone. 


. cor. 1. 30. 


Nom. 5. 19. 


e 


1 


44 Of Chriſtian 


dꝛunke: Moles murmured at the waters olf 


Miribah: Abzaham was an Idolatrer: Dauid 


a murtherer and adulterer: S. Paule a perſe⸗ 


cutour ofthe Church: S. Peter denied Jeſus 


Chꝛiſt: S. John with his bꝛother James, and 
the other Apoſtles were ambitious. To con⸗ 


clude, there was not any among all the fathers 
and Sainctes, that haue bene ſince the foun⸗ 
dacion of the world, to whome it hach not came 
to paſſe to committe ſome one notable faulte o2 
other in their life time, & who not continually 
acknowledged his great ſinnes, as occaſtd hath 
bene offred vntd him. So ag no fleſh hach whet⸗ 
of to boaſte it ſelfe 02 to glozie befoze God, 
who hath ſhute all men vnder ſinne and itnfide- 
lity, to the ende, that he may haue mercy on all, 
and that euery one may acknowledge and cot: 
feſle, that his ſaluation in and through all, con⸗ 


ſiſteth in the onely grace and mercie of God. 


Te muſt not therefoꝛe thinke to finde the 
righteouſnelle that we ſeeke after, any where 


elſe, then in Jeſus Chꝛiſt, ok whome Jeremie 


ſayeth : his name is called the eternall, our 
Righteouſnes, S. Paule ſayeth , agreably to 
the Pꝛophete, that he was made dur Righte- 


* -otiſnes, wiſedome, ſanctification and Nedemp⸗ 


tion. And elſe where he ſapeth: that as by one 
mans dilobedience, manp became ſinners: fo 


* — 


by 
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by the obedience of another many ſhal become 
righteous. To what tendeth all that which is 
ſpoken ofhim in the ſcripture ? to witte, that he . 53.4 - 
hath payed our debtes: that by him we are re: C-/f1.20. 
conciled to God his father: that he hath obtey- 

ned fo2 vs remiſſion of our ſinnes: that he ig * 
our reſurrection and ourlife , and cur intercel. an 
n⸗ ſour to the father, that by his death and latri⸗ 1. 7. 2. 5. 

114 fice, he hath pacified che wzath of his father a: / 53.5. 

N gainſt vs: that he hath waſhed vs in his bloud: oc. 1. 6. 

p and by an infinit nomber of other excellent ſen⸗ 

h tences that are ſette out vnto vs, and tende to 

tb: no other ende, but to make vs know and to per: 

j, ſwade vs, that there is no other but he alone 

2: | whotsourrighteonſnes, and the meane of our 

l, ſaluation and ot dur life. 

t« | It is not then the lawe, no! any other cere- 

ts monies oz ſacrifices ofgoates,ſheepe,oren and 259-10. 

' #*oﬀ lambes,no2 pet any wozkes and vertues that 
e can iuſtiſie vs befoꝛe God: but the onely bloude 
2 ot Jeſus Chziſt, thzongh which his ceſtamenc 
e and newe couenaunt which he hach made with 
x vs, is paſled, acco2ved, ſealed and ratifted. All 
0 thinges ( ſayeth he) are ginen vnto me of God NM. 1. 25. 
2s mp father. If we then will haue all that is ne⸗ C4 
Js ceſſarie fo our happyneſſe, as the fauour of 

God, righteouſnes, life, light, the fozgiuenes 
of ourlinnes , and the holy lpiric to regenerate 


Tit. 3. 5. 


— 


* 
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- The effecte 


Faithfull. 
| Simulitudes 


Sf Chriſtian | 
and lanctiſie vs: we muſt addzeſſe our-ſelnes 
10hn 6. 27. fo Chꝛiſt, fozafinuch as it is he,; whom the ka⸗ 
ther hath choſen to be Treaſureour and ſte: 
warde of all his graces. Poſes by whom the 
law was publiſhed and deliuered to the people, 
conducted them ſafely thꝛough che deſerte: but 
he bzought them not co the place of their reſt: 


19% 6. Foꝛ that was Joſue, who was a figure of Jeſus 


Chiit, who made them pale ouer Joꝛdaine, 
to eſtabliſh them in that poſſeſſion and inheri⸗ 


[taunce which God had pzomiled vnto their fa: 
19S therg. 1 


The lawe thereloꝛe maye well leade vs and 
of the lare feath bs the way that we mult take and walke 
zowarde the in the middeſt of the varkenes and wildernes 
of this woꝛld, like as ſome marke by the waye 
ſides, maye well direct vs, and ſhew vs which 
wape to take: but the lawe can not giue vs 
wa ſtrength and courage to goe thzough, ik we be 
e werp, neither enable vs to come to the place 


FRES. 


H.. . 8. whither we goe. Likewiſe the lawe can not 


bzing vs to that reſt, which God hath pꝛomiled 

vnto his elect :noz-any other, but our great Jo⸗ 

ſue, that is to ſay, Jeſus Chꝛiſt our Lozd,who 
nnelp can doe it, by his righteouſnes , There: 
nes foze O. Auguſtin ſayed very well, it is verp ne- 
_ ceſſary that we dayly lifte vp our eyes on high, 
n. to beholde that Serpent hanging deave on the 

| Croſle, 


— 
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there without ſtanding ſtill, oz going backe⸗ 


w AQ 


who is our righteoulnes e our _ ſfreight Vo 
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Croſſe,to the ende we maye be p2eſerued from 
the venome and bytinge of that ſerpent that is 
aliue and raigning yet in the woꝛlde. And in 
an other place he ſayeth: this is the wape in 
which we mult walke, and the truth vpd which 
we mult reſt, e the path in which we muſt go. 
When then we are once marching towards ©» on- ' 
bim, we ought not to feare but that going on in . ty the wy 
this waye, and continuing therein, we ſhall | * 
come in the ende to the goale and to the felici⸗ 
tie, whither we bende our ſelues. Fozaſmuch 
as this is a ſure waye which can not be ſtopped 
no2 layd with theeues, noꝛ dꝛowned with any 
ſhowers oz flowdes of waters. Mozeouer, it 
is plaine and ſtreight and hath neither rockes 
no2 blockes oz any other lettes which mape 
make vs ſtomble. It remapneth only then that 
when we are in this waye, we keepe our ſelues 


wards, oꝛ turning aſide either to the right hand 

oꝛ the leſt:becauſe we can no ſoner leaue it, noʒ 

departe in any other manner, but by and by we 

goe aſtraye, and are lapde open to all kinde of 
daungers: Euen like as in winter we can ng Sinileule 
ſooner be from the fier, but we are a colde, no2 

out of light but we enter into darkenes: euen 

fo we can no ſoner be parted frõ Jeſus Chꝛiſt, 
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waye we are in ſinne and in death: fozaſmuch 
as he ts the life that quickeneth vs, the Sunne 
that giueth vs light,and the fier that warmeth, 
comkoꝛtech and refreſheth all his members. As 
the mone hath no light but that it hath from the 

| Sunne, and as that light is litle oꝛ great, as it 
| is neare oz farre of, in ſuch ſozt that if it de⸗ 
of parte from it, it remayneth altogether obſcure 
l | and darke: Euen ſo in like manner the Church 


hath no light, righteouſnes,ltfe,helth,ſtrength, 
and happynes, but that, which it hath pleaſed 
her huſband Jeſus Chꝛiſt to giue vnto her, bes 
cauſe of that vnion and fellowſhippe , which he 
. vn hath with her. TAherefoꝛe if at any time the be 
W | ſeparated from him, and chat there be a diuozſe 
| { between her and her huſband, there remapneth 
to her nothinge but darkenes, vice and wꝛet⸗ 
18 chednelle. 
Fenz. 23. Eue in the beginning was created of the 
Ezßpheſ.5· 30 fleſh, bone, and bloude of her huſband ; euen ſo 
«| 3 the Church is regenerated by the participatiõ 
1 "44-5. that the hath with the fleſhe of Jeſus Chiſt, 
41 thzough the ſacrificing whereofſhe was redee⸗ 
med, waſhed t purged from all filthynes in his 
bloude, and thzough the participation of his 
bones was foꝛtilied and mainteyned againſt all 
tentation. Foz he who in the beginning was 
the aucthour ol our life, he is likewile now the | 
aucthour 
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aucthour of our good life. And we muſt not 


thinke that there are two diuerſe beginninges 


ok our being and righteoulnes. Fo? he himſelfe 

that hath made vs me, hath alſo made vs Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtians: and as in the beginning he created vs 

and made vs of nothing: euen ſo afterwardes, 

he regenerated vs, being nothing, but vanitie, 

the childꝛen of wꝛath and maledictiõ: and when 

we were wozſle then nothing he choſe vs and 

that befo2e we were conceaued and bozne: he 

hath called vs when as rebellious ſeruauntes 

to maiſters, we fledde from him: when we tur⸗ 

ned our backes to him: he tuſtifted vs being 
ſinners, ſanctiſied vs being pꝛophane and pol⸗ 

lated, raiſed vs vp being deade: And will allo 
gloꝛiſie vs although we be pet altogether coue⸗ 

red wich ignominie and cozruption: wherupon 

a man mape tnferre that, which S. Cypꝛian S. Cyprian. 
ſayeth is verie true: that in our laluation we | 
mult glozte in nothing. Foz there is not any 

thing of ours, and which we ſhoulde not con⸗ 

feſſe to be wholly from God. 

Tf we will examine this — conſis 7he conf 
der it in euery part, we ſhall confeſſe the truth, 4 of 
what ſoeuer the ſchoolemen pꝛate © bable, that #447 e 
of our ſelues we can diſpoſe our ſelues to re- ,, — ” 
ceaue our ſaluatiõ when ſoeuer God offreth it ,,,. ne 
vnto vs, Ft is ſo farre of that it can be true, that power co di 
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fe ar quitecontrary we are th? wholly turned away, 
elner io re- and reſiſt againſt it with all our power. Which 
ceaue our thing map plainely appeare by the example of 
ö _ S. Paule, who was called and ledde by Jeſus 
15 offerech is Chꝛiſt, as it were by ſtrong hande to his ſheep 
Into vi. folde, euen then, when he was going to Das 
Acre, . 5. maſcus, being carried with a deadely hatred, 
and enflamed with furie to perſecute and vtter⸗ 
Iy to roote out (if he coulde) the memoꝛie of 

his name. There is nothinge mote certaine, 

S. Auguſtin then that S. Auguſtine ſayth that all they that 
labour and ſweate vnder the heauie burden of 

this fleſh, and complaine of this miſerable life, 

they haue but one onelp conſolation and hope, 

that is to ſaye, that Jeſus Ch1ift is their Me⸗ 

diatour t their righteouſnes. By reaſon wher⸗ 

of wh? he made his entraunce into the middeſt 

of Jeruſalem, all that wente befo2e and behind 

him cryed out with one voice, Hoſanna, xc. that 

is to ſaxe Saue vs O ſonne of Dauid our Sa⸗ 

uiour. To the end to ſhew that there was neuer 

good man neither befoze no2 after his com- 

ming which did hope to be ſaued by any other 

meanes, then onely thꝛough his righteouſnes 

S. Aug»ſtin and obedience, And therefoze S. Auguſtine 
ſayeth, that all the Sainctes, ſince Abell vn⸗ 

to John Baptiſte, and alter the Apoſtles, vn⸗ 

to the ende of the wozlde ought not to be pats 

ed 
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ſed but in him, and not in them ſelues. In ſo 

much that the firſt haue ſayde, My ſottle ſhall P/ al. 34.3. 
reioyce in the Loꝛde: and thole that came after 

haue ſayed in like manner: By grace J am that 2: Cor. 15. 
Jam: and all in generall ſaye: That whoſo⸗ 

euer will gloꝛie he mult glozie in God. 

And in verie truth this is he that hath bozne The perfe- 
the wooll and the flece, of which was ſponne en and 
this cloth, wherewith we muſt be clad, that we 3 
may be ſhzowded againſt heats, cold, and other — 9 
iniuries of heauen. All you ( ſayeth the Apo⸗ 
ſtle) which are baptiſed in Chzift , haue put on 
Chziſt. This is that kinge , who foz the adoz⸗ Gal.3. 27. 
ning of the Queene his ſpouie hath made fo2 
her ritch and ſumptuous robes, as the Pſal- T4514 
miſt ſayeth : Which thinge Ezechtell heweth zzec.16.9. 
alſo moze clearly: J have waſhed thee with i 
water,yea I haue waſhed away thy bloud from 
thee, in which thou waſt altogether polluted: 
Jhaue anopnted thee with ople, and clothed 
thee alſo with bꝛoydꝛed woꝛke, and haue ſette a 
crowne of Golde bpon thy heade: and Jhaue 
decked thee with golde and ſiluer , that thou 
mighteſt be very bewtifull, All that ſame long 
Alegonte, which he vleth there in the 16.0f his 
pꝛopheſie, is to no other ende, but to extoll the 
righteouſnes of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, with which the 
Church is apparailed and „ wich thole 

th 
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other p2ecious giftes , graces and bleſſinges, 
wherewith the is altogether couered and reple⸗ 


niſhed. And as there is nothing, moze vncleane 


then ſhe, when ſhe is naked: ſo is there nothing 
moꝛe bewtifull then ſhe, when ſhe is decked in 
the liuerie and collour of her huſband, Fo2 then 
hath ſhe a ſpeciall grace, that makes her verie 
amiable, delighttull, and in paſſing good liking 
to God him ſelfe: Mozeouer, being ſo clothed 


in this robe of innocencie, all that was foule in 


her, and which diſtigured her, is in ſuch ſoꝛte 
couered and defaced, that there appeareth no 
mozevncleanes in any part of her, becaule Je- 
ſus Chzilt (as S. Auguſtine lapeth ) is as a 
ſpounge which wipeth vs & cleanſeth vs from 
all our filthyaes,which he taketh in exchaunge 
fo2 the bewtie, righteoulneſle , and perfection, 
which he communicateth vnto vs: Mherin we 
sought to acknowledge and to adoze this great 
and incomparable loue which he beareth vs, 
and which he hath truely and in effect ſhewed 
vnto vs, heaping vpon vs at the daye of our 
mariage ſo great and pꝛecious iopes:although 
be receaue nothing of vs in dowzie, but olde 
baggage altogether couered with thicke and 
filthie dirte: to witte, euen our imperkections 
and iniquities. 

Me receaue then, in doing this thinge two 


great 


. 
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great commodities of his righteoulnes, which y deli 
ſerue vs fo2 two purpoſes: to witte firſt to dꝛam eres us 


bs out from the mier and claye wherein we from dear. 
and gineth | 


were buried: to decke vs with goodly robes 


wherewith we are clad to make vs bewtifull: , . 


that is to (aye, to deliuer vs from the male⸗ 
diction and curſe, wherinto we were fallen: and 
then on the other ſide to bleſſe vs and to b2zing 
vs into fauour with God his father, to dꝛawe 
vs backe from pouertie, and to enrich vs: to 
raiſe vs vp from death, and to giue vs life: to 
dꝛawe vs from hell, and to make vs mounte vp 
into heauen. Euen as Jeſus Chziſt on the one 
part hath deliuered vs from feare, terrour and 
tozment of conſcience, ſparring and ſhutting 
vp hell gates: ſoon the other he hath ſet vs in 


 acertaine and vndoubted hope of euerlaſting 


life, and of a bleſſed reſte, opening his paradile 
vnto vs. This is that, which is ſayde of him in 


the ſcripture:that he keepeth the keyes of death Hoc. 1. 1. 


and of life: the one, to make faſt and ſhut vp the 
gate, which was alwayes open to ſwallow vs 
vp and deuour vs: and the other, to open vn⸗ 
to vs the kingdome of heauen, which was al⸗ 
wayes locked and ſhutte againſt vs. By meane 
whereof at his death the vaile that let the en⸗ 
traunce into the Sanctuary was bꝛoken and 
clefte into two partes:to the 5 wap 
O it 
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might be made open foz vs, and that euery one 
might haue a meane and libertie to come vnto 
God, and to pꝛeſente them ſelues befoze him 

with confidence. This is the cauſe that Paule 

.. 9.10. waiting to thehebꝛewes ſayed:that by his fleſh 

| he hath pꝛepared a wave foꝛ bs to heauen, to at⸗ 

taine vnto life. Foꝛaſmuch as he hath in that 
fleſh rendzed vnto God foꝛ vs perfect obediẽce: 
and by his death hath ſatiſſied his righteouſnes 
fo2 our ſinnes, obtaynĩg foꝛ vs by this meanes, 
the fozgiuenes of our ſinnes, and thzough this 
remiſſion righteouſnes, and by righteouſnes 
the grace and fauour of God, and by Grace, 
life: in ſuch ſoꝛt as we maye nowe pꝛeſente our 
I/9 33-14 ſelues to him in all aſſuraunce:who befoꝛe was 
as a conſuming fire, to conſume vs and bꝛing 
va to nothing Fctbut now by the meanes of Je⸗ 
20 7s ſus Chꝛiſt is a ſhadowy to releiue and refreſhe 

FH Chriſt alone VS againe. 
ve haue acC- This is the reaſon fo2 which Jeſus Chꝛiſt 

ceſſe vnto wag figured by the ladder which Jacob ſawe 

Godthefa- when he lleept, wherevpon the glozie of God 

Gen28.12, reſted it ſelfe. Foꝛaſmuch as in the humanitie 

of Chziſt dwelled the fulneſſe of the Diuinitie 
coioſſ. 2.9. bodelp, becauſe by it God deſcendeth downe vn⸗ 
to vs: Euen as Jeſus Chꝛiſt hauing taken our 

117.6 humanitie, was called Emmanuel, which is 

almuch to ſape as God is with vs, ſo alſo we 
thꝛougb 


teouſnes, which he communicateth vnto vs, by 
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thꝛough him mounte vp as it were by degrees 1123. 
to heauen, where our conuerſation is, F wherof Php. 3. 
at this day we are Citizens & ofthe houſeholde 20. 
of God. Being then very God and very man Fel 1g. 
of two diuerſe natures, the one diuine and the | 
other humaine, which are conioyned and vni⸗ 
ted together inſeparablie , without any confu⸗ 
ſion o2 diuiſton: in that he is God, we muſt goe 
vnto him to be in ſaftie, and to liue happely:and 
on the other ſide in that he is ma, he is the way 
by which we muſt march on to attaine to euer⸗ 8 
laſting life. So th? we muſt go to Jeſus Chꝛiſt - Auguſis 
that is God, by Jeſus Chziſt that is man, by 
the woꝛde that is made fleſh, to the woꝛd which 
was in the beginning with God, and by the 
bꝛeade which men eate vnto the bzeade which 
Angells eate. _ 
And there is no neede that we ſeeke foꝛ any 47 ou fe. 
other but him, whether it be to reſte our ſelues 4e con- 
in, oꝛ to leade and directe vs thither, Foz being 2 ane 
God, he is the ſoueraigne God, and the ende ne 
whereunto all our appetites and deſires ought 
to be directed. And when we are come thither, 
there is the place where we muſt reſt and alto⸗ 
gether repoſe our ſelues: foꝛaſmuch as he is 
perfect and repleniſhed with all vertue & righ⸗ 


\ 


means of that communion and fellowſhip that 
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we haue with him. To conclude then, he is the 
wapye that muſk leade vs fo our felicitie, and the 
only meane to make vs attatne thither, When 
we are waſhed with his bloude, this is it that 
pꝛeſerueth vs from that deſtroyer, this is the 
cloude that ſhzowdeth vs from being burned 
c conlumed with the extreme heat of the wꝛath 
of God, and the libertie whereinto we muſt re⸗ 
tire from the furie of the enemy that purſueth 
ſo harde after vs. To be ſhozte, this is the gate 
of ſaluation and the hauen where we muſt har: 
ih bozre and ſaue our ſelues in the time of tem⸗ 
4: peſte. 
e obtain This is the cloke vnder which we maye ob⸗ 
: zbroughe, ftaine the bleſſing of God, as Jacob obtayned 
| ; Chrif: be that of his father Jſaake, being diſguiſed with 
es of the apparell cfhis elder brother Eſau, And as 
the high Pꝛieſt neuer appeared befoe the face 
FH. of God, without his holy embzotd2ed garmẽts, 
| Exod. 28. 2. his Ephod, his robe, and his other pꝛieſtly ap- 
parell, without which he coulde not fynde any 
fauour when he appeared in his pꝛeſence: Euen 
ſo (to follow the truth of this figure) we ought 
neuer to pꝛeſente our ſelues befoze God (1f 
we will be accepted and receaued of him.) but 
we muſt be clothed and decked with the righ⸗ 
teoulnes and innocencie ofhis ſonne:wherwich 
il we be once couered, we neede not feare that 
we 


Gen. 27. 19. 
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we ſhall be reiected and deſpiſed of him, oz that 
there is any enemy wholoeuer he be, that hath 
any power to hurte vs. Fo? ſuch armour can 


defende vs euen from the wꝛath of God it ſelfe, 


againſt which no other thing can reſiſte. 


It is witten that Alexander hauing conceas 1% % 4%. 
ued a great hatred againſt the cittie of Jeruſas 1. 4e anti- 
lem, was fully reſolued vtterly to deſtroye it,? 


becauſe that laying ſeidge to the cittie of Tyꝛʒ ccf. d. 


the inhabitauntes of Jeruſalemhad refuſed to 
helpe him with victuals and other munition 
which he had demaunded of them. Nowe after 
that he had taken Tyꝛ, he marched koꝛth with 
all his armie againſt Jeruſalem, with full pur: 
poſe vtterly to deſtroy it. The which thing whe 
the highe Pꝛieſt named Jaddus vnderffood,he 
apparailed him ſelle with the holp garmentes 
ok the highe Pꝛieſt, and ſo pꝛeſented him ſelfe 
befoꝛe Alexãder, who vpon the ſuddaine, when 
he ſawe him in this habite, alighted from 
his hozſe, and bowed his knees befoze Jaddus, 
and reuerenced him, and ſhewed him great ho⸗ 
nours, and great loue to the countrey, and gaue 
great giftes to the temple, Nowe if an enemy 
ſo furious and terrible were ſo ſuddainlp ap⸗ 


peaſey, at the onely ſight of this highe Pꝛieſt 


ſo apparailed ( who was but a figure of Jeſus 
Chziſt:) what ſhall it be when Jelus Chziſt 


Iudait. 
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Hal appeare in his glozie and all his members 
with him, clad and couered with his righteouſ⸗ 
nes, and ſhewing them ſelues to all the wozlde, 
in ſuch and ſo magnificall and glozious appa⸗ 
raillꝰ Shall not the deuills and hell bowe their 
knees then fo2 feare when they ſhall ſee him in 
bis maieſtie and in ſuch excellent glozie? 

Let vs canclude then that beinge garni⸗ 
ſhed and couereꝭ with che righteouſnes of Je: 
ſus Chzilt, we can haue no lacke of ſtrength 
and might to vanquiſh and ouer come our ene⸗ 
mies, no of any other thing that may make vs 


. perfectly happy what ſoeuer. As S, Ambzoſe 


wzitech verie elegantly, in his ſeconde booke 
of Uirginitie, that Jeſus Chziſt is vnto vs, all 
in all things: Ik we be ſicke, he is our phllitton: 
Tf we haue an Ague, and that we are altered, 
he is our fountaine: Jf we be laden with iniqui⸗ 
tie, he is our righteouſnes: Tf we be weake and 
weryed, he is our ſtrength: If we feare death, 
be is our like: It we deſire to mounte vp to hea⸗ 
uen, be is our ladder: If we haue byne darke⸗ 
nes, he is our light: If we haue houngred, he 
is our bzeade and nouriſhment. Wherupon we 
map perceaue and knowe the great riches and 
commodities that Jeſus Chzilt bzingeth vnta 
all them that polleſſe him. 

Now hauing ſhewed that there is no other 
righte⸗ 
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righteouſnes , but the righteouſnes of Chziſt, 7. i!? 
which can be ſufficient to beare the rigour of poineſhew- | 
the iudgement of God, and that maye enable * hon 
vs to appeare and aunſwere there: it remap⸗ Fes 
neth now that we declare vpon what matter it „ howe & 
worketh and where it reſteth r dwellech: how an maye 
it maye be obtapned : and in what ſozt a man one zz. 
mape aſſure him ſelfe of it: finally, hauinge 

obtepned it, what fruits it bʒingeth foꝛth in vs. 

Firſt the righteouſnes ol Chꝛiſt hath two 75. 1g 
pꝛincipall partes, to witte Juſtiſication, and #couſnes of 
Sanctiſication, that is to ſape: when it is com: vit 545 
municated vnto vs, although that befoze we!“ 
were the wickedeſt in the woꝛlde, and guiltie of 
death befoze God, and mozeouer , that our na- 
ture was altogether cozrupted and teynted in How we are 
euery parte of it: notwithſtanding all this, we fed. 
are holden and reputed fo2 righteous befo2e 
God, and are allowed and receaued of him fo 
his childzenand heires, when we are pzouts 
ded ofchis righteouſnes , and when we are clo⸗ 
thed with it, he giueth vs his holy ſpirite, to 
leade vs and conducte vs (as a ſchoolmaiſter 
doth his childꝛen) and fo} to ſanctiſie, inſtructe 
and ſtrengthen vs in all his wayes. And that 
this is true, S. Paule wꝛitech, not onely that 
it was layde of Abzaham that his faith was Rem-4- 22. 
counted to him foz righteouſnes: but alſo that 
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we ſhalbe accompted righteous befoze God, 
as he was, if we beleue in Jeſus Chziſt: Allo, 
2. Cor. 5. God was in Chziſt and reconciled the wozlve 
19. to himſelfe, not imputinge their linnes vnto 
them. And ioyning both chele partes together 
in the firſt Epiſtle to the Cozinthians, he ſayed 
to them ſpeakinge of their life, that they had 
bene altogether led in wickednes,and were dif: 
ſolute in all kinde of miſcheefe: but that they 
1. Cor. 6. 11. were now waſhed, iuſtiſted and ſanctilied in the 
| name of Jeſus Chziſt , and thzough the ſpirite 
of God, 
Vie are in- Nom if we will know by what meane this 
ffed and is done, we mult note, that being vnited by 
er faith in our Loꝛde Jeſus Chꝛiſt, and graffed in 
bytherigh- him, (as members in their body,) that he is 
7 then become our heade, and we are ioyned to 
chris. him as the houlbande to his wife. By meanes 
The fert whereof he chargeth him ſelfe with all our 
reaſon. debtes, and appointeth him ſelfe to be the aun: 
ſwere and pledge fo2 vs, to the ende he maye 
paye all fo2 vs and thꝛoughly acquite vs of all, 
that we are indebted and bounde fo2, offring 
him ſelfe to ſatiſfte the righteouſnes of God, by 
his owne death, to the which death we were 
bounde by reaſon of our ſinnes: and to deliuer 
vs by his Croſſe, from the curile , to which we 
were like wiſe lubtect, koz hauing —_— 
the 
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the will of God, and bꝛoken his lawe, in a thous 
ſand and a thouſandes thinges: he hath alſo ra⸗ 
ſed out our diſobedtence,by his obediẽce, which 
being ſo perfect # accompliſhed in all pointes, 
he hath ſupplied and made amendes fo all our 
faultes and tmperfections, and fo2 the dutie 
wherewith we were bounde to God with all 
our might, being his creatures, childzen and 
ſeruaunts. The death then which Jeſus Chꝛiſt 


hath ſuffred, the ſacrifice which he hath offred, 


the curſle which he hath boꝛne, k the obedience 
that he hath rendꝛed: all this was done in our 
name, and foz our diſcharge, and is receaued 
befoze the iudgemẽt of God, foꝛ acquitall in ful 
payment and diſcharge of all our debtes, in 
ſuch ſozt that no moꝛe can be demaũded againe 
of vs, he hauing thzough his innocencie fully 
ſatiſſied that pꝛomiſe which he had made foꝛ vs, 
Beholde the ſirſt reaſon, why the righteouſnes 
of Jeſus Chꝛiſt is imputed vnto vs and acceps 
ted of God in his iudgement. 

The ſecond reaſon is, that being knitte and 
vnited together by mariage, both we and he are 
but one body and one fleſh: and there is a mu⸗ 
tuall communion between bs. And as he parti⸗ 
cipateth with our affliccions, mileries, pouer⸗ 
ties and infirmities, ſo when we are perſecuted 
by ty2ans , he complainech with vs and lamen⸗ 


Rom. 5. 19. 


2. Reaſon. 
Ephe. 5. 30. 


tech our aduerſities and ſozrowes, likewiſe, 
when we are houngry, ſicke, diſeaſed, in pꝛiſon, 
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ec. he beareth and endureth all our calamities 
with vs. Me alſo on the contrary part are par⸗ 
takers of all his benefites , graces and giftes 
which his father hath beſtowed vpon him: and 
in generall, of all that he hath done and ſuffred 
foʒ our ſaluation and redemption: we are anoin« 
ted, as he was, with the oyle of his holy ſpirite: 
we are deade and buried with him, and we are 
raiſed vp and caried into heauẽ with him where 


we are lette at the right hande of God his fas 


ther, as he is. Te are inheritours together 


vith him, and we haue part in his glozie, in his 
reſt & in all his felicity , by meane of his righ- 


teouſnes, obedience c innocencie, of all which 
thꝛough his grace we are made partakers. Al⸗ 
ſo, of his death, ſacrifice and ſaciſfaction, And 
to conclude, as marchantes which are of one 
companie æ become parteners, are partakers 
alike of all the pꝛoſittes and damages which 
growe of their marchandiſe: euen ſo Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt, by reaſon of that ſocietie we haue to⸗ 
gether with him, giueth vs a parte, and we 
likewtſe giue him, of all that we haue and pol⸗ 
ſeſſe. The difference that is in this, is, that the 
gaines & loſſes, that come of the traffique that 


is exerciſed amongeſt men is equall and com- 
mon 
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mon amongeſt them all, but here we gather vp 
all che fruites that ariſe of che righteouſnes of 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt: he on the contrary parte taketh 
vpon him, and chargeth himſelke with all the 
damages and loſles that came of our dilobe- 
dience, 


The third reaſon, fo2 which the righteoul· z.Reaſon. 1 
nes of Chꝛiſt is imputed vnto vs, is, that being Ehe. 2. 


knitte to him, as the members of a bodie are to 
their heade (the which, by meanes of this con · 
iunction receaue thence one influence which gi⸗ 
ueth them life , and diſtributeth to each their 
motions c ſenſes accozding as is fitte fo2 their 
nature, and as is requiſite fo2 their actions) we 
receaue from him as S. Paule ſayeth, our life, 
our nouriſhment , our grouth , our fozce and 
ſtrength : fo2 the enabling and diſpoſing of vs 
to doe thoſe good wozkes that belong vnto our 


vocation. And by reaſon of this coniunction 


there is ſuch an vnion betwixt him and vs, that 
as he communicateth with vs in our alflictiũõs: 
ſo we likewiſe on the other ſide communicate 
with him, in his riches : we are righteous by 
his righteoulnes , we are acquited by his ſatiſ⸗ 
faction, we are quickened to life by his death, 


and obaye God thꝛough his obedience, And fondle 
even as in a naturall body, the power that the ade. 


eye hach to ſee.ſerueth moꝛe to p vle — the other 
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members then foz it ſelfe becauſe that ſeeing 
and marking them all it is watchfull rightly to 
guide them and to direct euerp one of their as 
ctions, not being able in the meane time to ſee 
them ſelues, noꝛ to ſerue it ſelfe: euen ſo the 
righteouſnes, innocencie t obedience of Chꝛiſt 
Jeſus, ſtande vs in moze ſted then him, ſeeing 
that notwithſtanding he had all theſe thinges, 
and it was in his nature, life , and whole con⸗ 
uerſation abſolut and perfect, yet fo all this, 
be was condemned and crucified, Me on the 
contrary part albeit his righteouſnes, inno⸗ 
cencie, and obedience be onely imputed vnto 
bs , yet fo2 all that, by meanes of this imputa⸗ 
tion we are abſolued, tuſtified and diſcharged 
of all our ſinnes, and of all accuſations that all 
our enemies can bꝛing againſt vs. 
The 2. pet The other part of the righteouſnes of Je⸗ 


| i of the righ- ſus Ch1ilt conſiſteth in the ſanctiſication not 


eouſnes of only of vs but alſo of our woꝛks. Foz although 
1 4 — 64 that there is not (as Paule ſayth) any fellows 
ſhippe between righteoulnes and vnrighteoul⸗ 

nes, between light and darkenes, between the 
temple of God and Jdolls : pet foꝛ all this, wbẽ 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt will topne vs with him ſelfe, and 
will chooſe vs and conſecrate vs, to the ende to 
f dwell in vs, as in his temple: he ſanctiſteth vs 
8. Anguſin firſt by his oo F n the houle * 

. e 


| 
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he will dwell. And becauſe it is ouer ſtreight to 
entertaine ſo great a loꝛde, he enlargeth it: and 
whereas it is olde and ruinous, he repapꝛeth it 
and buildeth it newe againe: whereas it is ſtinc⸗ 
king and full of filthe, he ſweepeth and clenſech 
it. And to be bꝛiefe, where as it is naked and 
vnfurniſhed, he furniſheth and decketh it. And 
euen as, when he woulde be bozne of the Uir⸗ 


gin Marie, and bekoꝛe he woulde be lodged in 


her wombe, he ſent his ſeruauntes bekoze him, 
that is to ſape, his ſpirite, to the ende to take it 
vp foꝛ him and to ſette his marke there: ſo alſo 
when he wilbe conceaued in our hartes, and be 
boꝛne of vs, he pꝛepareth and regenerateth vs 
befoze, ſanctifping the place where he will 
make his abode, 


Now this ſanctification conſiſteth in fower 2 g 
pointes. The firſt is, that we feele and confeſle fan of 
our ſinnes, and that we accule, condemne , and he faubful 
deteſte our ſelues befoze God as miſerable and erh in 
accurfſed in all pointes, The ſecond is, that we +777" | 
haue a ſetled zeale and feruent affectiontothe , 9.,.0.. 
ſtudie and exerciſe of good wozkes, ſearching n of euil. 
out, with all diligence, all the meanes c wapes 2. A loue 
to applie our ſelues to good: and ſhuming on d ende- 
the contrary, all the thinges that maye turne 7 
vs awaye from it. The third is, that we fight v . 
touragioully againſt all the deſiers and concu⸗ a 


E ij 
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members then foz it ſelle becauſe that ſeeing 
and marking them all it is watchfull rightly ts 
guide them and to direct euer one of their as 
ctions, not being able in the meane time to ſee 
them ſelues, noz to ſerue it ſelfe: euen ſo the 
righteduſnes, innocencie æ obedience of Chꝛiſt 
Jeſus, ſtande vs in moꝛe ſted then him, ſeeing 
that notwithſtanding he had all cheſe thinges, 
and it was in his nature, life, and whole con⸗ 
uerſation abſolut and perfect , pet foꝛ all this, 
be was condemned and crucifizd, Me on the 
contrary part albeit his righteouſnes, inno⸗ 
cencie, and obedience be onely imputed vnto 
bs , yet fo} all that, by meanes of this imputa⸗ 
tion we are abſolued , tuſtified and diſcharged 
of all our ſinnes, and of all accuſations that all 

our enemies can bꝛing againſt vs. 
The 2. pr The other part of the righteouſnes of Je⸗ 
of the righ- {us Chꝛiſt conſiſteth in the ſanctification not 
zeouſnes of only of vs but alſo of our woꝛks. Fo? although 
— 414 that there is not (as Paule ſayth) any fellows 
ſhippe between righteouſnes and vnrighteoul⸗ 
nes, between light and darkenes, between the 
temple of God and Idolls: pet foꝛ all this, wbẽ 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt will ioyne vs with him ſelfe, and 
will chooſe vs and conſecrate bs, to the ende to 
dwell in vs, as in his temple: he ſanctitieth vs 


he 
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make his abode, 
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he will dwell, And becauſe it is ouer ſtreight to 
entertaine ſo great a loʒde, he enlargeth it: and 
whereas it is olde and ruinous, he repapꝛeth it 
and buildeth it newe againe: whereas it is ſtinc⸗ 
king and full of filthe, he ſweepeth and clenſech 
it. And to be bꝛiefe, where as it is naked and 
vnkurniſhed, he furniſheth and decketh it. And 
euen as, when he woulde be boꝛne of the Uir⸗ 
gin Marie, and befoze he woulde be lodged in 
her wombe, he ſent his ſeruauntes befo2ze him, 
that is to ſape, his ſpirite, to the ende to take it 
vp foꝛ him and to ſette his marke there: ſo alſo 
when he wilbe conceaued in our hartes, and be 
bozne of vs, he pꝛepareth and regenerateth vs 
befoze, lanctifping the place where he will 


Now this ſanctification conſiſteth infower Theſanftj- 
pointes. The firlk is, that we feele and confeſſe frauen of 
our ſinnes, and that we accuſe, condemne , and he faithful 
deteſte our ſelues befoze God as miſerable and £con/iſterh in 
accurſled in all pointes, The ſecond is, that we! * p 
haue a ſetled zeale and feruent affection to the ä 
ſtudie and exerciſe of good wozkes, ſearching n of ew, 
out, with all diligence, all the meanes & wayes 2. A loue 
to applie our ſelues to good: and ſhuming on d ende 
the contrary, all the thinges that maye turne 1. fes 
vs awaye from it. The third is, that we fight 7; ganft t. 
couragioully againſt all the eſers = concu⸗ , 
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piſcences of our fleſh. and that we be ſkrong and 
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reſolued againſt all che other tentations of the 
deuill and the wozlde, whether it be that we are 
ſweetly enticed oz flattered thereunto, o2 vio- 
lently dzawen and enkoꝛced. And that we be 
not colde and white lpuered in theſe combats, 
but hardy, bigilant, and attentiue to eſpte and 


[i 4 C3rinuall to take all occaſions, whereby we mape reſiſte, 


and vanquiſh all our enemies. The fourth is, 
that as we continually ſinne, ſo we allo as often 
diligently pꝛaye vnto God, that it will pleaſe 
him ofhis great mercy to pardon our offences, 
And as the people of Iſraell, going thzough 
the deſerts, had to fight oftentimes againſt the 
ſerpents, and when they were ſtonge and ſmit⸗ 
ten by them, fo2 to be pzeſerued from the ve⸗ 
nim and from death, they lifted vp their eyes 


toward the bꝛaſen ſerpente that Poiſes had ſet 


bp amiddeſt their tentes, by ſight whereol they 
were healed:we in like maner fighting againſt 
our concupiſcences, if it come to paſſe at any 
time that they giue vs any blowe, to the ende 
that this ſtripe may not be deadely vnto vs, we 
muſt lifte vp our eyes towardes Jeſus Chꝛiſt 
hanging vpon the Croſſe, and beſeech him that 
be woulde foꝛgiue vs all our treſpaſſes. 

Now when it is ſapd that to ſhewe our ſan⸗ 


i 0 applie ctilication by the effecte we mult applie our 
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ſelues to good wozkes, it maye not be vnder⸗ . ſelfe 
ſtand that it is enough to exerciſe our ſelues in 0 good 


one 02 in two, leauing the reſt behinde: as ma: 797%* 
ny doe, who doe not take no2 vſe the woꝛde ol 


God, but in that only where it is agreable and 


mate be referred ( they thinke) to their appe⸗ 


tite:but it is needfull to embꝛace it wholie, and 
not to thinke that we can doe our dutie in any 
ſozte whatſoeuer , vnleſle we enfo2ce our ſelues 
to keepe all the commaundementes of God, 
without omitting the leaſt point oz title therol. 


Euen like as to be healthie in our bodyes, it is 4 nil. * 


not enough, not to haue the plague oz a pleure· 54. 


ſie, but generally to be free from all diſeaſes; 
euen ſo to be holy in our ſoules, we muſt be 
cleane from all ſpottes and defylinges: and we 
muſt take the whole lawe of God, as an vniuer⸗ 
ſall rule of all our thoughts, affections, wozdes 
and deedes, to the ende to keepe it lrom point 
to point, and not to omitte any thing which is 
there commaunded vs. And what would it pꝛo⸗ , 


and to keep it ſhutte againſt the enempe, ik in 
meane while all the reſte ſtood wide open to 
himẽeuen ſo like wiſe it is to no purpoſe to keep 
our ſelues from one vice, vnleſſe we make ac⸗ 
compte, and conſcience to abondon our ſelues 


kttom all others: like as amongeſt archers (as 


E ij 


A ſmili- 
ficeinacittie, diligently to watch at one gate r. 


70 Of Chriſtian ' 
ſayeth Ariſtotle) there is but one onely marke 
wherto they muſk direct their arrowes to ſhooc 
well, and pet many meanes to mille and ſhoote 
ſhoꝛt: ſo is there but one onelte holynes, wher⸗ 
vnto we muſt aſpire , which is a ſecled deſter, 
fully reſolued whollp to obaye God, But there 
are many kinds of vices and meanes to diſobey 
him, and to withikand his will. We conclude 
then, that to be applied to good wozkes, it muſt 
not be done to halues, but perfectly & without 
exception to take care and indeuour to keep all 

[] that God commaundeth, 
e. But here aqueſtion mult bereſolued, and 
4 —— that is: that if to doe our dutie, and to ſatilſie 
1 the will of God, we muſt be perfect in euery 
kinde of vertue , And we can not otherwiſe be 
Dainctes and Chziſtians, vnleſſe we haue tn 
I perfection all the points of holynes. The Phi⸗ 
[8 The opinis loſophers and ſchoolemen, they ſay that this is 
ie phi- neceſſarie , and that a man can not be ſayd to 
|| 77:5, be bertuous vnleſſehe haue attained to the ful- 
3 nes and perfection of all vertues: But the ſcrip⸗ 
tures & the auncient fathers they ſpeake other⸗ 
Senteces of wiſe. Foz S. Paule ſapeth, that the minde is 
ve wy accepted accoding to that it hath : that is to 
W275, Cape.that we are accepted of God when we em⸗ 
WM! 004%; plope that poꝛtion and meaſure of power and 
| 8.C0r.8.12. ſtrength which he hath giuen vnto vs to the 
py f ende 
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ende to do well, and he is contented with that, 
although we lagge ſomewhat behinde, and in a 
great ſoꝛte of thinges come verie ſhozte of that 
ende and perfection, which is pꝛopounded and 
ſet out vnto vs in the lawe. And the lelfeſame 
Apoſtle confeſſeth , that he had nothing, but 


Righteouſnes. | 71 


that ſame onely will: To will is pꝛeſent with Rom.. 18. 


me ( ſapeth he:) but J finde no meane to per⸗ 
fozme that which is good. Abzahamlacrificed 


his ſonne, no other wiſe then in effect, e he had 6 22.16. 


nothing but the ſame will which was imputed 
vnto him, as if he had accompliſhed all that 
was commaunded him. So as God him ſelle 
witneſleth ofhim, laping: Fozaſmuch as thou 
haſt done this thinge, and to obaye me halt 
not ſpared thine onely ſonne, J will bleſle thee 
and multiplie thy ſeede, as the ſtarres of hea⸗ 
uen. Jeſus Chꝛiſt ſhal ſap vnto his elect, which 
ſhall be on his right hande in the daye of iudge⸗ 
ment: Come pe bleſſed of my father:inherite ye 
the kingdom pꝛepared fo? pou befoꝛe the foun> 
dacton of the wozlde. Fozalmuch as when J 
was houngry ye gaue me meate, cc. This is 
certaine that among the elect, there was ſome 
who being holden in pouertie, oz foz lacke of 
ability, oꝛ by ſome other let, did not that, which 
Chꝛiſt ſhall ſaye there they did, which thinges 
themlelues cõleſſe not to haue 9 in the ſame 
| tity 
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{apde vnto all, not becauſe all haue done choſe. 
things, but becauſe they had a will co do them. 
Mozeouer, if in reſpect ofvice, the will onely 
be enough to conuince and condemne a man, 
and that he is accompted an adulterer befo2e 
the iudgement of God, who hath onely looked 
on his neighbours wife to luſte after her: and 
that he is alſo reputed a manqueller, that ha⸗ 
teth his bꝛother: euen ſo likewiſe in reſpect of 
good wozkes we muſt not doubte but the good 
wil, and deſire we haue to perfoꝛme them is ac⸗ 
cepted and appꝛoued of God though alwayes 
the effectes follow not ſo ſoone and ſo excellent 
as we deſire. 

As touching the auncient fathers, they laye 


| 5. Ambreſe. the ſelle ſame thinge, D. Ambzole vppon S. 


Luke, affirmeth that p righteouſnes of a Ci 
ſtian man conliſteth moze in the will, then in 
the wozke, and that it ought rather be meaſu⸗ 
red by the affection then by the effect. But in 
the booke which he hath wꝛitten De fuga mun⸗ 
di. he ſayeth, it is a harde thing fo2 one to krepe 
himlelfe wholly from danitie, and that it is im» 


poſſible altogether co depart from it, otherwiſe 
8. Auguſtin then in will and deſire alone. S. Auguſtine v- 


pon the firſt Epiſtle of John ſayeth: that the 
whole life ofa Chzilfian is no other thing but 
an 
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an holy deſire and good will: And in his 9. 
booke of the Trinitie, he hath a ſaying ſeruing 
to this purpole wozthy to be noted: Me (ſayeth 
he) that knoweth righteouſnes and loueth it 
perfectly, that man is righteous, notwithſtan⸗ 
ding that outwardly he hath not yet ſhewed by 
his wozkes , in any ſo2t , that good affection of 
his harte. To conclude , looke where and how 
oftenſo ener God hath commended vnto vs the 
ffudie and keeping of his lawe, he doth it al⸗ 
wapes in theſe tearmes:Thou ſhalt take heede 
to do thoſe thinges which Il commaunde thee: 
To giue vs to vnderſtand that the pꝛincipall 
point that he requiers of vs, is, that we haue a 
deſire to pleaſe him, and a ready good will co 
do that, which he hath commaunded vs accoz⸗ 
ding to that grace and ſtrength that he hath gt- 
uen vs, which is the thing that he moſt eſtee⸗ 
meth in vs. As we ſee a father a great deale 
moꝛe to contente him ſelfe with that his ſonne 
doth, be it neuer ſo litle, then of all that his ſer⸗ 
uaunt can do:becauſe he eſteemech their wozks 
not accozding to their greatnes, 02 the paine 
and time that they haue ſpente in doing them: 
but accoꝛding to the will and readynes which 
they haue that do them. 

e muſt then conclude, that the holynes ol 
a Chziſtian man; the deutie q diligence which 
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bath receaued of God, to pꝛolite in his feare, 

and continually to better him ſelfe in the exer⸗ 

ciſe æx grougth of good wozkes, are imperfect 

Teronim. in many reſpectes. And as S. Jerom ſapeth: 
the perfection of all the righteoulnes that is in 

the fleſh is maymed: © to be perfect it is neceſ⸗ 

ſarie that we acknowledge, conkeſſe, and feele 

4 | with an inward feeling, that we are imperfect, 
TY S. Auguſtin S. Auguſtine confirmeth the ſame, ſaping:that 
|| a righteous mans vertue mape be ſayde to be 
perfect with this condicion, that his perfection 
conſiſteth in hauing the knowledge of his im⸗ 
perfection, and in making humble confeſſion 
thereof befoze God , And how loeuer there be 
great lacke in vs in this point, that our righ- 
teouſneſſes are as vnperfect beginnings in this 
wozlde: pet neuertheles, we mult not thinke 
that he will reiect and denie them: Foz he is 
not as other creditours rigourous and not to 
be intreated, who will not be contented with 
him that is bounde befo2e they be payd and ſa⸗ 
tiſũed the vttermoſt farthing: but he is gentle 
and gracious, and is pleaſed with vs, when we 
denie not our debtes, and will not excuſe our 
ſelues in this, that we are not able to pape: but 
without all diſſimulation oz conſtrainte, we 
franklp and freely confeſſe , ſhewing _— 
delire 


maketh him to employe thoſe graces that he 
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deſire we haue to ſatiſfie him, which yet we can 
not doe ( by reaſon of our pouertie) and there» 
foe humblie beſech him that he will cake in 
good parte that litle we haue, and offring that 
vnto him, which he hath giuen vs of his owne 
ſpeciall grace. 

hen we thus ſubmitte our ſelues wholly 
vnto him. and pꝛaye him to vſe ſuch fauour and 
gentlenes as ſhall pleaſe him towardes vs, we 
likewiſe bearing and ſhewing ſuch a ſinceritie 
and vprightnes towardes him in the atfaires 
we haue to do, there is no doubt but he will in 
like manner take in good part that litle which 
we pꝛelent vnto him: and that both we and our 
woꝛkes (how imperfect ſo euer they are) ſhall 
be accepted and appꝛoued of him, in the fauour 
of his ſonne, as if they were perfect, and abſo⸗ 
Lute in euery point. Foꝛ a father caſteth not 
away his childzen,becauſe they are ſicke, croke 
backt, blinde, oz mapmed of hande oz foote, oꝛ 
otherwiſe counterfait and imperfect : but hand 
leth them moꝛe tenderly, c dealeth mote ſoftly 


A ſimili- 


e ſhew- © i 

ingthat god | | 
rezefech if 
not his chil- 


dre h [| 


with them, then with the others, reſpecting 0 be im- 
their debility and feeblenes. e caſt not away Need. 


wine though it haue lpes oz groundes, no2 
golde how ſoeuer it be couered wich durte. A 
houſband man refuſech not lande, though it be 
ouergrowen with bzambles and b2yers ; but 
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will vſe the greater diligence to. ſfocke it and 
to plowe it, hoping with his diligence, that it 
will bꝛing fozth frutte plentifully: God like: 
wiſe will not refuſe and put vs awaye , becauſe 
he ſeeth manye imperfections and inlirmities 
in vs, nape rather that is an occaſion, that he 
>ſz.103, will take the greater pittievpon vs : as Dauld 
3- ſapeth : Albeit (ſayeth S. Ambꝛoſe) the light 
ried befoze the ſunne, yet therfoze it ts not quite 
put out. And the lunne cealeth not to be the 
ſunne, though his beames be ſtopped, and can 
not pierce vnto vs: euen ſo likewiſe howſoeuer 
our faith oftentimes be dilfigured, and cozrups 
ted by many errours,doubtings and diſtruſtes: 
if is not therfoze quite choked,and we leaue not 

.o be faithfull fon theſe imperfections, 
e. But bekoze J ende this matter, it is meete, 
. „m that we pet handle two pointes: one of which, 
3 God accep- is the reaſon, why our holynes is acceptable 
re the im- ynto God, and the ſeruice which we doe vnto 
ee him, ſeeing both the one and the other are im: 
I 14-2, perfect: and ſeeing in his lawe he reiecteth all 
z. rinibe the ſacriſices, which had in them any imperfec- 
Fulful æe tion at all. The other point is concerning the 
1 13 cauſe wherefoze he regenerating & ſanctifying 
en vs by bis boly ſpirite, hath yet lefte ſich an 
his worlde; Heape of vices and imperfections in vs, and - 

1 | my 


1 


12. . 5 
S. Aabreft be oftentimes hidden by a cloude, which ts ca⸗ 
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theſe two pointes, there are two reaſons , fo2 * he fo 


the glaſſe,thzough which we did beholde them: 
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much coꝛruption in our nature and life, which 
notwithſtanding all the diligence and labour 
we can, to cozrect and moztifte it, yet we can 
not come any thing neare, to be wholy deliue⸗ | | 
red and exempte from it. Touching the firlf of n a»/ve- 


which our vertues and wozkes are appꝛoued 2#/on. 
t accepted befoze God, how imperfect ſo euer 

they be. One is, becauſe Jeſus Chꝛiſt hath co⸗ 

uered and taken them vnder the cloke of his 
righteouſnes,aſſone as we are vnited and knit 

vnto him: ſo as no ſuch ſpotte appeareth in vs 

that can offend God, And foꝛ that he is ourMe⸗ 
diatour towardes God his father , we ſee God 
no otherwiſe then in him and by him: As the 

father in like manner will not ſee noz beholde 

vs other where then in Jeſus Chꝛiſt, x thꝛough 

his humanitie as members and partes of his 

body. And this is the cauſe that maketh vs to 
appeare altogether other then we are: Foꝛ e⸗ — 
uen like as loking aſide thꝛough any glaſſe, be 

it blew oz pelow oz of any other couloꝛ, all the 
thinges we ſee ſeeme to vs to be of the couloꝛ of 


ih 
| 
tt 
| 


So God allo beholding and looking vpon vs in 
his ſonne, we ſeeme to him to be of his coulo2, 
and we haue the appearaunce and bꝛightnes of 
bis innocencp and righteouſues: which cauleth 
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that in ſeeing and touching vs, he thinketh he 
ſceth & toucheth his owne naturall Sonne. As 
Iſaack (peaking to Jacob his ponger ſonne, 
and feeling his necke and handes, thought it 
had bene Eſau his eldeſt ſonne, The other rea⸗ 
ſon is, that the grace of Gods ſpirite, being 


- mingled with our wozkes,our wozkes deriue # 


fetch from thence their greateſt dignitie, bews 
tte,eſtimatis t free ſtrẽgth, as when we mingle 
water with wine in a cuppe oz ina glaſle, that 
which is taken in there is called wine, though 
water be mingled with it: and albeit there be 
moe water then wine (as it maye be) pet that 
which is the moꝛe pꝛincipal and moſt pꝛecious 
part of all, beareth the name: euen ſo the wozks 
which we do by the grace of God, be it that 
they haue a great many ſpottes and imperkec⸗ 
tions, as they pꝛoceed from vs, pet fot all that, 
they holde alwayes the name and reputation of 
him, who is their pꝛincipall aucthour. 
Concerning the ſecond point, which is to 


generat and ſanctiſie vs, from the firſt hower 
that he calleth vs to his knowledge: ſeeing that 


all his wozkes are perfect, and that the lawe 


requireth of vs, that we ſhoulde be holy as he 
is holy:that is to ſap, that we ſhoulde be wholy 
and perfectly holy. Me muſt marke, in verie 
deede, 
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deede, that our regeneration and ſanctification 
are woꝛkes of God which are perfect and abſo⸗ 
lute, as all that he doth is: But this perfection 
is ſucceſſiue oꝛ by degrees. As we ſee that it is 1 
in many ol his creatures. Seede caſt into the S 
earth doth not by and by ſpꝛout, encreaſe and i 
come to his perfection; but by ſpace and length 

of time, it attaineth to his perfection and ripe⸗ 

nes, in that ſeaſon that God hath appointed. 

A tree likewiſe, is not perfect aſſoone as it is 

planted, An intante is not ſtreight wayes vpon 

the ſuddaine aſſoone as it is conceaued in the 

wombe of his mother, become a man but with 

time: euen ſo we are not all at the firſk daſh re⸗ 
generated. But this regeneration riſeth by des 

grees, and being once begonne, then it pꝛocee⸗ 

deth faire and ſoftly by litle and litle encreaſing 

euery daye, till me come to euerlaſting life in 

the heauens. And in that God delighteth ſo to 
regenerate and entierly to refoꝛme vs, to make 

vs altogether newe creatures, he doth it fo2 | 
tchꝛee great and weighty reaſons, Firſt, be- os M RE 
cauſe he would humble vs, fozaſmuch as being 'G,1 d fer 
naturally enclyned to pꝛeſume to much of our . t re- 
ſelves, we haue great neede that this pꝛide be generate vs 
keept vnder: and that this miſchenous inclina: Pe. 
tion which we haue to ſuch manner ok arrogan⸗ 
cie ſhoulde be digged vp and rooted out of our 
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hartes: which thinge God doeth alter that he 
hath adopted vs leauing vs ſubiect to many 
miſeries and diſeaſes, aſwell of the body as of 
the minde, to the ende that by this meane we 
ſhoulde be barred from lifting vp our ſelues in 
any opinion and admiration of our ſelues, and 
that we ſhoulde not ſpeake mote biggely and 
pꝛoudly then we ought ; and herein he maketh 
bk a poiſon, a remedy and pꝛeſeruatiue againſt 
the poiſon that is in our nature: as we ſee by 
experience to be done in the confectis of triacle. 


; | Similicudes op euen like as of the fleſh of the viper men 
Fall of great make a ſoueraigne and excellẽt remedy againſt 
conſolarion« the bytinge of them: euen ſo God maketh of 


thoſe infirmities that remaine in vs after our 
regeneration , and which of them ſelues are 
deadly and damnable ſinnes bekoze him, an 
healthkull remedie to cozrect and repzeſſe the 
other vices & diſeaſes, which are a great deale 
moꝛe pernicious: as is arrogancie and vaine 
confidence of our ſelues, contempt and fo2gets 
fulnes of God, and ſuch other like peſtilences 
which would kill vs ſuddainly,ifchey were not 
ſpedely pꝛeuẽted. Which thing our good God 
doth , who knowing the daunger wherein we 
are, as a good father is moze carefull fo2 our 
good & ſaluatton then we our ſelues, By meane 
whereof, he pꝛeuenteth and cutteth ofthe ye 
that 


— 
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that leadeth'tothe daungerof death (wherein 
otherwiſe we are) by theſvafflictivs x diſeaſes, 
which alwayes putteth vs in minde and ſetteth 


this medicine bekoze our eyes, dziuing vs to 


ſearch after him & to requier aide at his hands. | 
He dealeth with bs, as a iudge in ſome crimi⸗ 
nall pꝛoceſſe, who will giue an enlargement, 
but pet wich condition, oꝛ as they ſaye with a 
quouſque, that is, till the time that he calleth 
it backe, and putteth him in his fozmer eſtate 


| wherin he was befoze, if it happen that he fall 


into any new fault againe. The iudges do this 
to keepe them alwayes in feare and diligence, 
to do their dewtie, and to ſtoppe them from ta⸗ 
king to great liberty. God likewile doth ſo 
with vs, when he will pardon our ſinnes and ſee 
bs at libertie, leauing vs notwithſtanding a 
great ſoꝛte of inſtrmities and imperkections, 
which mape alwapes ſerue him, to charge vs, 
and fo2 matter to call vs to a reckoning, when 
we would winde out of that bondage, and boaſt 
our ſelues abꝛoade of the goodlynes of our rea⸗ 
ſon and loialtie. 


ſon, 


The ſecond reaſon is, becauſe he wouldp The r. . lj 


cozrect our ingratitude, which is a vice as na: 
turall to vs as meſumption Foz there is no- 
thing, into which we fall ſo eaſely, as into the 
fo:getfulnes of God and of his 1 which 
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we haue receanedofhim , eſpecially when we 
are at eaſe and in pꝛoſperitie, which maketh vs 
wanton, and bereueth vs oftentimes of our 

ſenſes and vnderſtanding, which is an other of 

the moſt pernicious vices that can be and pꝛo⸗ 

uoketh the heauy wꝛath and iudgement of God 

againſt bs. And this is the cauſe, why he lea⸗ 

ueth vs alwayes in ſuch neteſlityto the ende he 

maye meete with ſuch an inconuenience and 

A ſimili- giue vs occaſton to ſeeke after him. Againe he 
nde ſher- pdoth vs not all the good he will doe, at one 

27 2 clappe, fearing leaſt that we woulde vtterly as 

in gouer- bandon and looſe it. And herein he doth as a fas 

ning thoſe ther of an houſholde well aduiſed, who at the 
that he hit. firſt daſh doth not much aduaunte his ſeruaũts: 
but doch fo2 them by litle and litle, the better 
alwayes to put them in comfoꝛt and hope to re⸗ 
ceaue aduantage at laſte, to the ende that by 
this meane, they maye be holden in ſeruice, and 
not departe from his houſe: euen ſo, God du⸗ 
ting the time that we are in this woꝛld, giueth 
vs mote hope, then he doth benefites (and pet 
it is plaine that the graces that he beſtoweth 
vpon vs are infinite ) fo feare leaſte that if he 
ſhoulde make vs great and rich attonce, and 
ſhoulde giue vs out of hande all the good that 
he keepeth in ſtoꝛe fo2 vs, it woulde make vs to 
abandon his ſeruice, as we ſee ſometimes it 
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happened to the Jewes by this occaſion; As 


God repzocheth them by his pzophet Jerempt 743% | 1 


I ſpake vnto thee when thou waſt in pzoſpe- 
ritie, but thou ſaydeſt, J will not heare: this 
hath bene thy cuſtome and manner from thy 


pouth, xc, 


The third reaſon, why God doth not attonce 7he tba | 


dcfende g foztifte vs and that chzoughout, when ven. 
be hath regenerated vs, is, to the end that thoſe 
infirmities which yet remaine in vs after our 
regeneration, ſhoulde ſerue to exerciſe vs, and 
to keepe vs from ſlothfulnes and ſleeping. Fo? -- 
hauing (as S. Ambꝛoſe ſayeth) arobeo2 gar: 5 bee 
ment which is all to toꝛne and vnſewed, and 
which foꝛ this cauſe had neede to be amended, 

we muſt occupie our ſelues in repairing and a⸗ 
mending the ſame: and mult auoyde by this 
meane llothfulneſle and idleneſſe , Bozeouer, 
being ſo exerciſed we grow moze ſtronge and 
able to fight againſt the fleſh and againft all o⸗ 
ther enemies. Thich thing was aunſwered 
to S, Paule (when he deſired tobe delivered , n 9 
from that pꝛicke of the fleth that ſo continually 
troubledhim ) that he ought to contente him 
ſelfe with the grace of God which is ſufficient; 
the ſtrength whereof ſheweth it ſelfe mote in 
nur infirmittes then in our p2oſperities. Parke 
then that our diſeaſes and afflictions Tand vs 
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in ſted and greatly pꝛolite vs, when we ſuffer 

and beare them patiently, and we ought co con: 

tente our ſelues with the onelp will of God that 

ſendeth them, and likewiſe we muſt waye that 

the ende ol theſe imperfections, which he hath 

pet left in vs after that he hath regenerate vs, 

is, to keep vs in obediece, and to bꝛidle vs, that 

we do not ſtumble and goe aſtraye. Foz euen 

like as to be wiſe, it behoueth vs to be fooles 

1. cer. 3. 18. (as S. Paule ſapeth) and to the ende we maye 

ſee mote cleerlp / as Jeſus Chziſt ſayeth) to 

John 9.41- he blinde: euen ſo that we maye be perfect we 

| muſt be imperfect, and that we haue fowle and 

dirtie keete, it is to keepe vs occupied in wa⸗ 
ſhing them. | 

The pin: Maͤuing now handled theſe two partes of 

where the Chꝛiſts righteouſnes, it followeth necellarylp 

— to be knowen, what the matter is whervpõ this 

1 1 be kighteouſnes wozketh, where it reſteth and is 

fande. tobe founde either in him oz in vs. Where as 

the Soꝛbonicall ſophiſters ſay that we can not 

be otherwiſe righteous, then by the righteoul⸗ 

nes that is in vs: we ſape cleane contrary , to 

witte, that yp righteouſnes which we muſt haue 

to eſcape the iudgement of God, is not in vs, 

2. Cor. 5. z · but in Jeſus Chꝛiſt. As S. Paule layech, that 

he was made ſinne foꝛ vs, that we ſhoulde be 

made the righteouſnes of God in him. If — 
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will cherefoze rightely vnderſtande, how his 
righteoulneſle is attributed vnto vs, we mult 
know in what reſpect our ſinne is attributed 
bnto him :fozaſmuch as there is the like reaſon 
ol the one, as there is of the other. But it is ve⸗ 
rie certaine that our ſinnes were neuer effec- 
tually in Jeſus Chꝛiſt: who being conceaued 
by the holy Ghoſt was alwaies holy, innocent, 
cleane, and without ſpotte:but our ſinnes were 
onely imputed vnto him, to the ende that he 
ſhoulde beare the puniſhment of them foz vs. 
In like manner, his righteouſnes is not eſlen⸗ 
tially in vs. Foz to what degree ſoeuer,of holy⸗ 
nes 02 vertue we be come vnto in this like, there 
is notwithſtãding alwayes in vs a great many 
of diſoꝛdꝛed and vnruly affections; in our vn⸗ 


derſtanding a great many of eutll thoughtes: 


in our mouthes a great many of euill woꝛdes: 
in our wozkes a great many of imperfections 
and indirect dealinges: in all our life there is 
fo much coꝛruption and ktlthynes⸗that of it ſelfe 
it is abhominable and ſtincking in the ſight ol 
God. Mhervpon a man maye well know, that 
fuch a righteouſneſſe as that is that was in 
the ſonne of God, neither dwellech noꝛ remay⸗ 
nech effencially in 'vs, but onely by imputationz 
to the ende — thereby we maye receaue the 


F th 


Rightcouſnes, 85 


Heb.7, 26. . 


1 8 Of Chriſtian 
| coloſ.3.3. rewarde. And altogether like (as S. Paule 
ſapech ) that our life is hidde in him, and muſt 
not be reueiled, till the time that he hall aps 
peare in glozie: euen ſo is our righteouſnes, 
the which appeareth not clearely enough, by 
reaſon of our imperfections , no mote then our 
life doth by reaſon of our moꝛtalitie and coꝛ⸗ 
ruption, till the daye that God ſhall appeare 
1 in iudgement in the perſon of his ſonne. 
erg. Thies is the reaſon why this rightenuſneſſe 
| — is compared to a robe, accoꝛding tao that which 
| compared is layde in the Plalme: that the pꝛieſtes ſhould 
„robe. be clothed with righteoulneſſe. Foz as a robe 
Pſal. 132. is not bozne with vs, and we haue it not from 
| our mothers wombe as we haue our ſkinne: 
it is not faſtened to our bodies as the ſkinnes 
ol beaſtes: euen ſo likewiſe neither is the righ⸗ 
teouſnes wherwith we are couered, as with a 
longe robe, ta the ende that our imperfections 


nefice and mercie that God hath done and be- 
Towed vpõ vs, in that he hath not aſſigned it ca 
our ſelues no2 put it ouer in our owne handes, 
buthath pꝛouided a ſtewarde, to whom he hath 
deliuered it in truſt; fozaſmuch as we are ſa 
tit aduiced, and ſo ill houſbandes, that had we 
ance the o2d2ing of it our ſelues, the deuill by 
his ſleightes and conuapaunces woulde * 

f vg s 


mape not be perceaued. And this is a great bes 


/ A 


nee fo2 ſo ſmallatime, (where with they were 


àtrealure, as is the righteouſnes ofthe Sonne 


Righteouſires. _ . 
beguile vs. Fon it our ſoze fathers who were 
ſo wile  indued with ſo many excellent graces, 
coulde not keep ſafely that oziginall righteoul - 


adoꝛned from the beginning) and were notable 
to pꝛeſerue them ſelues fo ſolicle a while from 
the crafty fetches and ſnares of Satan, but that 
they loſt it: MA hat maye happen vnto vs, which 
are not ſo wiſe as they were, if we ſhoulde haue 
the keyes and charge of ſo great and pꝛecious 


of God ? | 
It is a great commoditie and verie good foz piver/e 6. | 
a tree, that the life and ſappe therof lyeth hidde ide, 
in the roote: Foꝛ this is the meane to defende, 2 
and pꝛeſerue it from the ſtozmes and froſtes of * „ 
the winter: euen ſo is it fo2 our pꝛofit, that our h 1a: 
life and our righteouſnes are in Jeſus Chziſt, chr his 
who is our foundacion and roote. Foz being en-. 
locked vp in ſo ſure a place, it ſhal be pꝛeſerued — 1 
and kepte fo2 vs againſt all choſe that woulde in e Wo 
robbe vs oz ſnatche it awaye from vs by tren 
ſon oz violenee, We ſee thatkinges and great | 
lozdes, they neither medle noz deale wich any 
money, but they leaue their reuenues in the 
handes of their treaſozers and receauours to 
diſpoſe of them, contenting them ſelues when 
they baue any neede, oz other 2 to bg 
uy 


88 "Of Chriſtian | 
puruaped and pꝛouided fo2., bf that which is 
neceſſarp:what nede thẽ is there that we ould 
haue our goods in our owne hands, ſeeing that 

we ſhall lacke nothing, that is need full fox vs? 
We haue the grace of God, we are his chil⸗ 
dꝛen and conſequently his heires: we are en · 
lightened, guided, ſtrengthened, and comfo}* 

ted by his ſpirite: we are citizens ot his kings 
dome, and ſeruauntes of his houſeholde: to be 
ſhoꝛte, we haue all the p2ofites,rentes and come 
modities that grow ok his righteouſnes: what 
woulde we deſire moꝛe ? Js it not enough that 

we gather the fructe of a tree, and that it al⸗ 
wayes remapne in his place, and that we car⸗ 

xp it not awape wich vs? In like manner alſo 
woe mutt contente our ſelues to be partakers of 
the kructes of Chziſt his righteouſnes, albeic 

i be not eſſentially in vs: but onely by imputa⸗ 

tion, and in almuch as thꝛough his onelp mer⸗ 
Tie it is beſtowed vpon vs. 

Hove ve Burt here a doubt maye be moned , how we 
maye be ran be righteous, by the righteoulnelle of an 
= other, leeing that this is a perſonall qualitte, 
fen ſnes of which can not be sommunicated to an other, no 
an orher. moge then health, wiſedome, ſtrength and bews 
tie. Now can J be otherwiſe in health, then by 
the health that reſteth effectually in my bodie: 
how can it be then that J (houlvsberighteaus, 
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ech one ofthem is led in his wozke by the light 
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Righreouſnes; - 89 
by the righteoulnes, that dwelleth in an other? 
e muſt aunſvere that this is done by impu⸗ 
tation: And as a man mape be acquited of his % = 
creditour , by the paymente which ſome ſhall: d ef abe 
make of his owne money in the name of the deb:our,ec-. |] 
debtour: euen ſo we maye be righteous, by the 9%##ed 2» . || 
righceouſnes of an other, when he is accepted * oer. 
in our name; as that is of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, when | 
we are vnited and knit vnto him. All the mem⸗ 
bers of the body without the eye, are altoge⸗ / e. 
ther blinde of them ſelues, and pet notwithſtan⸗ de of be 
ding, they ceaſe not ẽuery daye to da their du⸗ members of 
ties rightely. The feete go without ſtombling, . ede 


the handes without olſending: in ſuch ſozt that 72 ö 


of the eye which illuminateth e directeth them: | 
and as the ſight ofthe eye is communicated tig 
all the members of the body, who ſee by it and | 
in it: euen ſo we in like manner are p2oficed by | 
the righteouſnes of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, which is im | 
parted with vs , as the ſight ofthe eye with the | 
members, to the ende that we mape vſe it in 
the iudgemente of God, there to be acquited 
and tuſtifted , and pꝛonaunced altogether inno⸗ 
cente and diſcharged from all our faultes and 
offences. 

Now let vs come to the other point, which The faſf 


point ſhew< 


is „ to know by what meane we mape obtaine „ Y vp 
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90 Of Chriſtian 
were , ve this righteouſneſſe, and appꝛopꝛiate it to our 
my appro- ſelues. The onely meane is Faith as we maye 
Fiat ofa know by many places of the ſcripture, Foz SO. 
. Paule fapeth that the righteouſnes of God is 
nec of che:p by faith, Allo: that righteouſnes is reueiled in 
le. the Golpell, and communicated by faith. And 
Row.1.17. in another plate: being iuſtiſied by faith, we 
_ *. haue peace in our conſcience. And the P2opbec 
Av4-2-4- aſſo ſayeth: That the righteous man ſhall liue 
« by faith. And Jeſus Chꝛiſt, in the woꝛde wher⸗ 
| 2obn 3.5. upon we altogether reſte, ſayeth: that who ſo⸗ 
| euer beleueth in him, hall not come into iudge⸗ 
ment. And to them alwayes that were ſicke, 
and were healed, he ſayth commonly, that their 
| faith had ſaued them, to the end to teach vs that 
= \ Faith x che faith is the meane, which is neceſſarie to ob⸗ 
| only meane yeing not only righteouſnes, but alſo the adop⸗ 
E -» tion of childꝛen, the vndeſerued fauour, and 
Beine his bleſſing of our God, and generally all the be: 
© ri9h:coy/- nefites of Jeſus Chziſt. And altogether like as 
neſſe. we appꝛeh ende coulloꝛs by the ſight,# ſoundes 
9 by the eare: euen ſo we appꝛehende by Faith 
Gods pꝛomiſes, in which he offreth life vnto vs 
and all other his graces. As Ambꝛoſe ſayeth: 
Faich is ſuch a vertue and of ſo great ſtrength, 
that it obtaineth all that God hath pꝛomiſed vs 
we beleuing in him. 
But when we ſpeake ſo of Faith, we — 
ande 


A. Ambroſe. 
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Righteouſnes, 8 
ſtande not by this name a bare opinion which 


we maye haue of the truth oz a ſimple perlma⸗ na b 
ſion and conſent , wherby we allow all that is Heiß ing 
contapned in the ſcripture: but we vnderſtand Fauth is. 


by this Faith a liuely appꝛehenſion of the truch 
of Gods pꝛomiſes, and an aſſuraunce of his 
grace and fauour in Jeſus Chꝛiſt. Alſo, a full 
confidence that is ſufficient to beare all the ten» 
tations, that can be laid bpon vs, and to beate 
downe death, the deuill, and all the gates ol 
bell, and further to ſec it ſelfe againſt wzath, 
in the iudgement and malediction of God, the: 
which it turneth from vs as a tempeſt x ſtoꝛme 
when we are thzeatened. Now when we earſt 
ſaved that the lawe contayneth the pꝛomiſes of 
God, and in them his vndeſerued fauour and 
grace, as the eye doth the colour , and the eare 
the ſounde, and the other ſenſes their pꝛoper 
obiect: we vnderſtande this of the aſſuraunce 
and certaintie onely, and not of any carnall fees 
ling. Fo? the thinges that we beleeue, they 
tan not be felt with the hande, no2 ſeene with 
the eye, no by any reaſon, oz other ſenſe of man 
be compꝛehended, and pet neuertheles they are 
moꝛe certaine, then the thinges that we feele, 
becauſe our ſenſes maye be deceaued. As the 
eye which wil iudge a peece ol wood in the wa⸗ 
ter to be crooked, although it be verie ſtreight: 
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But Faith when it is once grounded, Ereffech 
it ſelfe vpon the woꝛde of God, it is aſſured of 
all that is therein taught, and ſpecially it em⸗ 
bꝛaceth Jeſus Chziſt and dꝛaweth from him 
euerlaſting life, | 

And albeit that oftentimes, conſidering the 
eſtate & diſpoſition of thoſe matters, it ſeemeth 
to bs that all thinges goe quite backwardeg, 
tontrarie to that which God hath pꝛomiſed vn⸗ 
to vs: pet notwithſtanding, in this caſe we muſk 
- beleue, (as S. Paule ſapeth) in hope againſt 
hope, and in no wiſe doubt, but his pzomiles 
chalbe accompliſhed, Foz ſooner ſhall heauen, 
earch , and all the woglde periſh, then the leaſt 
tote of that which God hath pꝛomiſed vs, and 
which is pꝛoceeded from his mouth, faill to be 
fully c wholp accompliſhed in his time. When 
dur reaſon then, oz ſenſe will doubte of that 
which God hath ſayd, oz vnſaye and murmure 
againſt it, oz any manner of waye, diſtruſt his 
pꝛomiles, we muſk reſiſte and ſette our ſelues 
mankully with all our might againſt it, as A⸗ 
bꝛaham did: and ſtaye our ſelues (as he did) 
wholly vpon this, that God alwape hath both 
will, and might to perfozme what ſoeuer he 
hath pꝛomiſed. 

And when we come to conſider the coꝛrup⸗ 
tion and vice of our nature, the rebellion of — 
wi 


Righteouſnes. | 93 
, will againſt the will of God, our infirmities e 


f imperfections,our diſtruſt alſo that we haue ofs 

] tentimes ok his lone, and other doubts that we | 

' make of bis pꝛouidẽce, we mult not then doubt, e e 
but that our faith is mightely aſſailed, and that „ be- 

A we haue to fight wonderfull ſharpe and datn- have our 


gerous combats: but that we maye auopde et in. 
them, it is needeful (as in all other tentations) ) 
to keepe our ſelues alwayes to the wozde of 
God, and to make it a buckler againſt all chat 
the deuill, our reaſon, and ſenſe can alleage as 
gainſt his will, and thoſe pꝛomiſes that he hath 
made vnto vs. Cle mult (as S. Auguſtine S. A gu 
ſapech) chutte our eyes from all that we maye 
ſee, and from all conſiderations that may turne 
vs awape oz feare vs: and open our eares, only 
to heare and meditate vppon that which God 
ſapeth. And ik on the one ſide conſidering the 
things that are pꝛeſent, we perceaue our ſelues 
a falling, æ readie to be calf headlong into any 
diſtruſt we muſt on 5 other ſide fo2 to comfoꝛt 
our ſelues, behold Jeſus Chꝛiſt, of whome we 
are members x ſheep of his paſture, c we muſk 
oppoſe his righteouſnes againſt our vices, his 
life againſt our death: his obediẽce againſt our 
rebellion, his fauours t rich grace againſt our 
wꝛetchedneſſe and pouertie, his ſatiſtaction as 
gainſt our debtes, his mercie againſt our mi⸗ 
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Of Chriſtian 
ferie, his ſtrength againſt our weaknes and tẽ⸗ 
tations, his merite and interceſſion, againſt all 
the accuſations #infozmattons which the law, 
our conſcience and the deuil himſelfe can bzing 


 fazth_ and alleage againſt vs: alwayes chin- 
- king,that where ſinne aboundeth, there grace 
pet moze aboundeth e hath farre mote ſtrength 


to ſaue vs then linne hath to condemne vs. Me 
muſt do, as they that go vp into an high tower, 
who looking downewardes e ſeeing the depth 
are afraide to fall, and that they maye be the 
moꝛe ſure they laye holde ofthe railes: euen io 
mult we alwayes leane vpon the righteouſneſle 
and death of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, and ſtrengthen our | 
ſelues in that, to the ende we mape be pꝛeſerued 
from falling downe. 

Now hauing ſpoken of the meane whereby 
a man mape laye holde of the righteouſnes of 
Chztſt, and of the qualitie of Faith that ap⸗ 
pꝛehendeth the ſame: it remaynech pet, that we 
ſpeake of thzee thinges. The lirſt, whether 
that fo2 the laying holde vpon that righteoul⸗ 
neſle, it be neceſſarie that Faith be perfecte. 


Then afterwardes, whether it muſt be, that it 


mult be cleane from all vices: and laſtely whe · 
ther, it hauing bene once receaued in our harts, 
we can looſe it after wardeg, and be dep2iued 
of it. 

As 


Righteouſnes. = 
As coneerning the firſt point, to witte „ of . 7,950; 
the perfectton of the lawe, it is impoſſible that ve her 
euer we can attaine it: in as much as we are e must 
compaſſed about with a moztall body, which yy poſe 
is ſo groſſe and ſo flauih, and which fghteth reed 
without ceaſing againſt the ſpirite, when it / reſue 
woulde lifte vp it ſelfe into any heauenly medi⸗ chi. 
tation:moꝛeouer, hauing ſuch an heape of dark⸗ 
neſſes and falſe opinions in our ſenſes and vn⸗ 
derſtãding, it is impoſſible that euer we ſhould 
haue any perfect knowledge of God, what dili⸗ 
gence, paine oz trauell ſo euer we tooke to get 
it: hauing in like maner a harte entangled wich 
ſo great paſſions and luſtes which dziues vs he⸗ 
ther and thether, to all vaine affections, in ſuch 
ſo2t, that by reaſonhereof,we can not loue God 
perfectly and ſo conſequently haue any perfect 
confidence in him:becaule confidence followeth 
loue, euen like as loue followeth knowledge, 
The knowledge therefoze and confidence 
that we haue of God being imperfect , which 
are the two parts of Faith, it followeth hereof, 
that it can not be perfect, # that we haue neede 
continually to begge at Gods hande, that he 
will augment it in vs, and dape by daye ſtirre 
vs vp in the meditation of his pꝛomiſes, which | 
is the true meane to nourriſh, encreaſe, and > 
augmente Faich , And wherto ſerue exhoztas 4 
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tiqns , payers, Sacraments, and ſuchother 

\ exerciſes, ifour Faich coulde be perfect here? 

ſeeing that all theſe are not oꝛdeined & foſtred 

in che Church, to any other purpoſe, then to 

foztiſte, and encreaſe the knowledge, ʒeale and 

| affection of the faichfull, 

3. Pon: Now let vs come to the ſecond point. Seeing 

whether that our Faith is neuer perfect in this wozlde, 

Faith muſ# hut is alwapes mingled with an intinit nom⸗ 

be _ ber of infirmities which alwayes remapne in 

= vs; in ſuch ſozt as there is none can ſaye his 
harte is cleane from all ſinne: and that we haue 

neede in reſpect of this, to begge of God in our 

papers, that he will pardon vs our offences, 

and making the confeſſion of our Faith, to ſap: 

I beleue the remiſlon of ſinnes: Notwithſtan⸗ 

ding all this that, as pet our faith is very weake 

| defiled with many imperfectios, neuertheles 

it ceaſeth not, to laye holde vpon that, that it 

hall pleaſe God to beſtom vpon it. No other⸗ 

__ wile(fo2 examples ſake)thẽ as a litle child who 
ks with his litle handes, oꝛ a pooze man with his 
Fee e rugged, and ſcabbie handes refuſe not to take 

Frengih of bꝛeade and other almes,that a man will beſfow 

Fah. ppon them, aſwell as if they were greater and 

| whole. Altogether like as diſeaſes that are vni⸗ 

In other Uexlall thꝛough out the whole body, (as is a 

Ffuiliude. hurning agewe ) though they weaken all the 
BE partes / 
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partes of the ſame and ſpectally the ſtomacke, 
mone then all the reſte: pet neuertheleſſe hin⸗ 


der not hut that it maye take a medecin, yea ra⸗ 


ther the dileaſe is an occaſiõ vnto it to pꝛouoke 
it to take it: euen ſo alſo it ought to be fo farre 
of, that the weakenes of our Faith ſhould keep 
vs from embꝛacing righteouſnes and the other 
benetites of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, that it mult pzepare 


and diſpoſe vs to the contrarie: Accowing to 7.5.32. 


which Jeſus Chziſt ſapeth to the Phariſees 
who thought chem ſelues to be righteous, that 
he came not fo? their ſakes, but to call ſinners: 
adding the reaſon, to witte that they that are 
ſicke haue neede of the phiſttion. And euen like 
as our diſeaſes and infirmities let not but that 
our faith, be it neuer ſo weake, is pet capable 
ofthe graces of God, # of all the righteouſnes 
of his ſonne : eucn ſo the lictlenes of faith mas 
keth it not leſſe capable to be able to appꝛehend 


and embzace that rigbteouſneſſe: And like as u ede. 


altogether the Aple ol the eye which is ſo litle, 
and pet, foz all that can appꝛehend the light of 
the Sunne which is ſpꝛed ouer all the hoztzon, 
yea and the Sunne it ſelfe which is farre grea⸗ 
ter, and moꝛe ample then all the earth: euen ſo 
the eye of faith, albeit that it be verie (mall, yet 
it ceaſeth not to lay holde of the Sunne of righ⸗ 
teoulnes, together with his light, iuſtice and 
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other giftes, which are as great and as many 
in number. | 
But now let vs handell the laſte of che foz⸗ 


aher the e- layde thiee pointes, that is to ſaye: whether 
lect can loſe Faith being once receaued into our hartes, we 
their faith. can viterly afterwardes looſe, and foꝛgoe it. 


Rom. 8. 


Fo? if hauing once receaued it, we can not be 


aſſured to keepe it conſtauntly to the ende, we 


ſhall alwayes be in doubt of dur ſaluacion, But 
if we be once perſwaded ind reſolued in this 
point, that hauing bene inſpired by the ſpirite 
of God in our hartes, it will ſill there abide, 
and dwell there fo2 euer: this perſwaſton will 
alwayes keep our ſpirites quiet and contented, 
and they ſhall alwayes be iopefull, yea inthe 
middeſt of all tentations that mape aſlaile vs, 
Wherfoze it is very neceſſary fo2 vs to marke, 
and diligently to impꝛinte in our mindes, all 
the places of the holy ſcripture; in which God 
hath aſſured vs of the continuaunce and perſe- 
ueraunte of his grace and fauour towardes vs, 
and of keping vs in the faith, and giuing of all 
the other giktes that he wil communicate vpon 
vs. As in che firſt place, this teſtimonie of S. 
Paule woulde be marked, which ſayeth: that 
Faith is ioyned with election, and ſo by conſe⸗ 
quence founded vpon the tounſaile and will of 
God which is euerlaſting c immutable: = 

- after⸗ 
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afterwards that place of the Nomaines where 
it is ſayd: Chat the giftes and calling of God 129 
are without repentaunce, that is to ſape, irre⸗ 
uocable, when he hath onte giuẽ them vnto vs. | 
Alſo, that which is ſayd in S. Matthew: That . 13. 12 
to him that hach, it ſhall be giuen. If then, we 
haue by Gods grace, Faith and the giftes of 
the ſpirite, let vs be cercaine that they ſhall re⸗ 
5 maine ffill with vs, and looke by the leife ſame 
| grace that they were freely beſtowed vpon vs; 
by the ſame they ſhall be keept and encrealed; 
I Allo there is an other place of the Apoſtle, that Rom. 8. 3e. 
| all they which were p2edeftinace to life ſhalf 
afterwarde be called, iuſtiſied, and in the ende 
glozified : Ik theſe fower pointes, wherein is 
| contained the whole ſumme of the ſaluacton of 
| God his childꝛen be ſo chained in oꝛder one to 
I the other, by an immutable decree of God: we 
f muſt cũclude, that as our election is ſure, ſtable 
e permanent, ſo alſo are the other effecces that 
| doneceflaryly follow it: Allo that which S. 
John ſapeth in his firſt Epiſtle : that he that is 1.74» 5.18, 
boꝛne of God ſinneth not, and the wicked tou⸗ 
cheth him not, Allo: that goodly pꝛoteſtation 
that the Apoſtle maketh fo2 him ſelfe and all 
the faichfull , with ſo great afſuraunce. Jam Rom 8. 38. 
(ſayth he) certaine, that there is neither deach, 
noz like noz Angells, noꝛ 1 
i 
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tome, no thinges highe, noz thinges lowe, noꝛ 
any creature, that ſhalbe able to ſeparate vs frõ 
the lone of God which is in Jeſus Chꝛiſt our 
lohn 123. Loꝛde. Alſo, that which Jeſus Chziſt ſapeth 
to his dilciples : If any man loue me he will 
keepe my woꝛde, and my father will loue him, 
and we wil come vnto him and dwell with him. 
Whereupon we maye note that he ſayech not, 
We will viſite him, and lo departe againe, as 
many times we lee freindes doe vilite one an o⸗ 
ther: but he ſapeth , we will abide with him: 
which is as much to laye: e will holde our 
ſelues to him, and dwell continually with him, 
without euer departing from him. 

By all theſe places, and many moze which 
might be rehearſed out of the ſcripture, it ap? 
peareth plainly that faith being once giuen vs 
of God, it ſhall neuer be quite taken away from 
vs, and ſo by conſequence neither the grace of 
God, which alwapes followeth it. And al- 
though it ſeeme oftentimes fo2 deade,as it was 


heinous ſinnes one after an other: pet fo2 all 
that, there remained alwayes in his harte, a 
ttertaine remnaunte of it, which fo2 a time was 
hidde as ſtre is vnder the Aſhes . And like as 
when it is raked vp it ſhewech not his bꝛighte⸗ 
2 | nes 


powers, no; thinges · pꝛeſent, no? thinges to. 


in Dauid, when he committed ſo great and 
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nes no2 heate outwardly, vntill it be vnraked 
and kindled in a flambe: euen ſo, it oftentimes 
falleth out with our faith, which is hidden and 
couered with many vices, which p moſt holyeit 
Sainctes of God them lelues doe many times 
committe (euen as to fall into diſeaſes) the 
which continueth, till it pleaſe God to ſtirre ba 
vp a new by his ſpirite, and to light vs againe, 
euen like as whẽ a candle is put out. Ce mult 
iudge then ol our faith , as of a tree, which in 
winter ſeemeth to be deade, becauſe it hach no 
fruit noꝛ leaues noꝛ any outward appearaunce 
ok life:and pet notwithſtanding it ceaſeth not to 
liue, æ ſheweth that life, that was hidden with- 
tn, outwardly, in the ſpꝛinge time, bꝛinging 
foꝛth flowers and leaues, and taking againe 
his goodly hewe: in ſo much as the ſappe and 
ſtrength which keepte it felfe encloſed in the 
roote during the time of the colde, ſpꝛeadeth it 
ſelfe throughout all the bꝛãches, to make them 
greene and freſh againe: Euen ſo likewile is it 
of Faith, which ſeemeth oftentimes to be quite 
dead in vs, when it bꝛingeth not fozth any ſenſe 
oz feeling neither of God, noz ok his pꝛomiſes, 
no} of his commaundements oz. thꝛeateninges: 
And ſheweth not if ſelfe by any other wonted 
effect. Notwithſtanding this, it is aliue in vs, 
and the life of tt hath his * Jeſus Chziſt 

| tt 
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in whome it is ingraffed e planten. And as the 
ſtrengch ofthis roote can neither be froſen noꝛ 
deade: euen ſo neither can the Faith ol a Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtian which is ſo depelie grounded wich in be 
altogether extinguiſped and deade being the 
roote of all immoztalttie, from whence it fet- 
cheth his like. CET 


righteouſ- full to conſider ane wonderfull thing, to witte, 
5 4616. nely , mape be alſo entierly diſtributed to e- 
zed 10 all Uerponeofhismembers, without being deui⸗ 
72 faich- ded and ſundzed in any reſpect. 


| pf it, as certaine Philoſophers haue ſayd ofthe 
'4 fizz. loule of man, which is wholly thzoughout the 
rude of the Whole body, and in euery parte a like: euen ſo 
oule. is tbe righteouſnes of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, wholly in 
the bodye of the whole church, as the ſoule , to 

giue it life and to mainteine it. Then is it alto⸗ 

gether, in euery of the particular members, to 

make them ſtrong, whole, ſtowt and of courage 

to doe all their offices and duties. The which 

thing a man maye vnderſtande by two ſimili⸗ 

tudes, one is of the voice, which being hearde 

EIS of a great many perſons, is in ſuch ſo2t recea⸗ 
' of the voice ued ofeuerp one of them, p2outded that they be 
&the face. W the ſame is wholly — 


ue But befoze weendethis matter, it is rede 


4e, how the righteoulnes ul Chꝛiſt, which is one 


To aunſwere this point, a man mape ſapve 
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without beinge deuided oz ſundzed in anpre⸗ 


which maye be receaued in many glaſſes, and 
wholly repzeſenced to all, without any diuiſion 
02 ſeparation ofthe ſame, 

Let vs conclude then that a faithfull man 
ch2ough faith embꝛaceth the whole righteoul⸗ 
nes and all the fructes of the ſacrifice of Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt: and that, fo2 this cauſe he cannot be 
condemned 9} accurſed befoze Gods tudgemec, 
no moze then his head wich whome he is in ſe⸗ 
parably knitte & vnited. When any man is faln 
into the water where he is vp euen to the chin. 
if he cannot be hurt, as log as his head is aboue 
the water: although that all the members and 
partes of his body be dꝛowned and faundꝛed:ſo 
alſo we cannot be ſtiffled oz hurt in the deapths , 
of death, ſeeing that Jeſus Chꝛiſt our beade, is 
alwayes lift vp aboue thoſe deapths, æ fo2 that 1 
vppon the life and health of him dependes the i 
health and ſaluation of all his members. [þ 

Now it is time toſhew by what ſignes and Howe we 
markes we maye know, whether we poſſeſſe me u 
Jeſus Chziſt, and whether he dwell in vs and 2 1 [ 
we in him. S. Paule ſayech to che Romalps: = In v 
that being iuſtiſied by Faith, we haue peace in ,, ne 
our ſaules: which is an vndoubted token that Ram. 5. 1. 
Chꝛiſt dwellech in our hartes, _ is to ſaye: 

lit 


wo | 
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when we feele there tranquilitie and tefte, and 
that we beginne to be peaceable in our con⸗ 
ſciences; toꝛ ments, bytinges, anguiſhes, ter: 
roꝛs and diſtruſtes there ceaſing : and when in 
the ſted ol all theſe, there cometh in place, ioye, 
pleaſure, conſolation, and as it were a common 
feaſt where all reioyte. Foz then Jeſus Chzift 
liueth in vs and we in him: to witte, when all 
our thoughtes , our meditations., our wozkes 
and our delightes, doe carrievstohim, as to 
the marke: And when we ſette him out to our 
ſelues, to be our onely glozie, honour, riches, 
treaſure, and the grounde of all our hopes: and 
that we holde him as our cheile and ſoueraigne 
good, that is to ſape: when we neither knowe, 
defire,o2 ſeeke after any other but himtand that 


we are enlightened, by his light and ſpirite, are 


made wile thzough his wiledome, and ſkronge 
thzough his ſtrength, and riche thzough his 
bleſlinges, and righteous thꝛough his innocen⸗ 
cie, and bleſſed thꝛough his grace and fauour: 
# when we will haue no other maiſter to teach 
vs, no} other light to leade vs, no! other ſight 


to direct vs, noz other truth to deliuer vs, no2 


other life to quicken vs, noꝛ other king to go⸗ 
uerne and defende vs, noꝛ other mediatour to 
retoncile vs, and make vs at one with God, noꝛ 
other wwnocat to pleade our cauſe in his iudge⸗ 
ment, 
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ment, no2 other gate to enter in at to his kings 
dome, noz to make vs there reioyce of the per: 
fect and full felicitie, which he hath reſerued 
keept foꝛ his elect, And in generall, when we 
neither ſeeke, noꝛ will haue other fountaine to 
quenche our thirſt, noz to ſatilfie our deſires; 
See then howe Jeſus Chailt lineth in dere 
we in him. 


It is verie true that the feeling, which we The perple- 


haue of all theſe thinges, is not alwayes a like 5% and 


and the lame in vs. Foz aſmuch as we are not 


oubtes 


that are in 


alwayes a like diſpoſed, at one time as at ano , ſpiritual 
ther: and we haue not alwapes a like deſtre to / of the. 
ſee 02 to heare the wozde of God, oz to reade it, ful. 


oꝛ to conferre with our bꝛethern, which are 
mo2e aduaunced in the knowledge and zeale of 
the ſeruice of God then we are. And likewiſe 
the ſpirite of God doth not touch and ſtirre vs 
vp alwayes a like. And this is the cauſe that in 
our faith. as in all other qualities, there is ſome 
time moze and ſome time leſfe, and that often- 
times it is moꝛe ſtrong # liuely, and then ſome 


times againe moꝛe remiſſe and fainte. Foz al- 4 ſenili- 
together like as we ſee that water is moꝛe hoat e. 


oꝛ colde, accoꝛding as it is neare oꝛ farre of fri 
the fire : euen ſo is it with vs, accoꝛding as we 
are moꝛe 02 leſſe exerciſed in the woꝛd, and dꝛi⸗ 
uen by Gods ſpirit, we haue moze oz leſſe ʒeale 
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and affection. And altogether like as the diſpo⸗ 
ſicion of the bodpe followeth che qualitie and 
temperature of theaire, elementes and exer- 
Ciſes, to which we giue our ſelues: even ſo ac⸗ 
co2ding to the places where we liue, and the 
nouriſhment chat we there take, is the eſtate of 
our ſonleg and tonſciences. But be it chat wa⸗ 
ter be ſometime hoate and ſometime colde, and 
that it chaunge his qualities, ſometimes one 


waye, ſometimes an other, pet is it alwapes 


water: euen ſo the man that is electe after his 


riegeneration, is alwapes faithfull,how ſo euer 


in that he is the childeof Adam, he be ſome⸗ 


times enclined to euill, and that his faith is not 


alwapes in one and the ſelfe ſame eſtate, and 
that he is not alwayes accompanied with the 
like zeale and affection, Foꝛ oftentimes it com⸗ 
meth to paſſe that we fele Jeſus Chziſt to ſtirre 
and moue him ſelfe in vs, and by and by after, 
we haue no manner of feeling at all: but there⸗ 
foꝛe he ceaſeth not to dwell in vs, no mote then 


our ſoules do to dwell in our bodies when we 


ſleepe, although in fleeping we neither feele 
chem, noꝛ any of their operations. A woman 
who hath conceaued and beareth in her mombe 
a younge childe, feeleth it not alwayes ſtirre, 
notwith ſtanding when the bath felt it once oʒ 
twiſe , * 1 not but the is with childe: 
even 
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euen ſo it commeth to paſle that we haue not a 
continuall feeling of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, to aſſure vs 

that he dwelleth in vs and we in him: but it ſul⸗ 


I fizeth that we haue him when occaſion ſerueth. 


There are ſome alſo that feele and caſte in 
ſome ſoꝛt the righteouſnes of Jeſus Chiſt: bu 
on pᷣ other ſide they haue a farre greater feeling 
of their ſinnes, which oftentimes maketh them 
to feare that they are not in God his fauour. 
Concerning this point we mult note, that we 
moze feele that which is euill, then that which 
is good. Foꝛ as we lee by experience, we feele 
the calamities and miſeries of warre moꝛe then 
the fruicts and pleaſures of peace,# the griefes 
of diſeaſes, moze then the quietnes of health, © 
the hardenes of pouertie , moze then the p20- 
fites and commodities of aboundance F riches; 
by reaſon whereof we ought not much to mer: 
uell, if we feele the ſtinginges and pꝛickes of 
ſinne a great deale moze then the conſolations 
of the rigbteouſnes of Jeſus Chʒiſt:ſeeing that 
ſinne dwelleth in vs e notrighteouſnes , which 


thing is in cauſe that the one is moze ſenſible 


then the other: Notwithſtanding foz all this 
we mult not thinke, that ſinne is greater and 
ſtronger thenrighteouſnes,o2 that it can in any 
reſpecte be compared vnto it, oꝛ can be mo2e 
able ta condemne and deſtrope us; then the 
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0 f ſt and 
4 Pts righteouſnes of Jeſus Chzift an the graceof 


God is, to tuſtifte and ſaue vs. We haue ſome 
times in the toppe of a finger, ſome paine oz 
greife, which we feele a great deale moze then 


the health that is all ouer the reſte of. the bo⸗ 


die, pea though it be much greater then the 
paine of our finger, Wherefoze we mult not 
eſteme the greatnes oꝛ the ſtrength, whether it 
be of righteouſnes oz ſinne, accoꝛding to that 
feeling we haue: becauſe the one is alwayes 
mo2e ſenſible then the other: and ſpecially foʒ 


aſmuch as we embꝛace righteouſnes onely by 


faith which is of thole thinges that are not out: 
warde and ſenſible. 
There are others alſo that feele nothing elſe 


| «gainft the hut their ſinnes: and therefoze they liue in con⸗ 


tentation o 
the cõtinual 
feeling of 
our ſinne 
onely. 


tinuall feare and diſtruſte, where out they can 
not winde them ſelues, hauing no taſte at all of 
the grace and righteoulneſſe of Jeſus Chziſt, 
no2 of any other meane,whereby ic is graunted 
vnto vs. Which thing (of a truth) is verie dan: 
gerous : and they which feele them ſelues in 
ſuch caſe ought earneſtly to pꝛaye vnto God, 
that it will pleaſe him to quicken them vp, and 
to warme them thꝛough his ſpirite. And on 
their part it behoueth that they giue thẽ ſelues 
oftentimes to reade and to meditate vpon his 
pꝛomiſes, and that thep frequente the Church, 
and 
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and heare exhoztations , with the greateſt at- 

tention they can, foꝛ aſmuch as Faith is en⸗ 

gendꝛed by hearing. And although it come to 

paſſe that they doe all theſe thinges without -,.... 
any great affection , yet muſt they not therfoꝛe de ſhew- 
thinke, that they are altogether vnp2ofitable ing cha: we 
vnto them, na moꝛe the a man that taketh bꝛead , nor be 
and meate when he taketh and eateth it, with⸗ „ 
out any great appetite. Foz although that he ve gde 5; 
haue not ſuch a pleaſure in eating. as ifhe were ae in 
well an houngred: notwithſtãding, that which o wo 
he receaueth,ceaſeth not to pzofite andſuſteine */ ny JH 
him, as we ſee in ſickenes: euen ſo do pꝛapers = Ye 
and other Chziſtian exerciſes, to which ſuch eon ghe o 
colde.perſons do giue them ſelues , And how have, of the } 
ſo euer they make them without any greate ” worde "Mt | 
zeale , pet fo2 all that they ceaſe not to p2ofice ©? 

them. And in every thinge that commeth to 

paſſe, howe ſoeuer it be that they feele their 

ſinnes, they declare thereby that they are not 
altogether deade, no} vtterly depꝛiued of life, 35 
and that therefoꝛe it onely remapneth foꝛ them 

to ſearch the meanes how to encourage them 

ſelues, and to doe euen as a man woulde doe to 

fire, when it is out, which when he will kindle 

.agatne, he bloweth it, oz to a lampe to which 

a man puttech ople when the * is going 

out, 
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«ont the feeling of righteouſnes no2 of their firines, and 
2 ſpiricual! thele are altogether blockiſh, not thinking any 
7 7 whit of their ſafetie, noz regarding to hearken 
fee 4 vnto anything that is ſpoken, taught oꝛ ſhewed 
| to them foꝛ their helpe and recouery. Such dif+ 
taſes are verie daũgerous as are to mans body 


x « diſcaſe ſuch other which are altogether colde, killing 
F = ord the naturall heate, and choking all the ſenſes, 
wo that All that we can doe fo theſe, is to pꝛaye vnto 
manner the Palſeye, and that he will reſtoze to them 
ad the bſe oftheir ſenſes , that they mape feele al⸗ 
eus pell the burden and waite of their linnes, as 
alſo the conſolation ot his grace. 
The le The laſte point , that we haue to entreate of 
Dainte is of is of the effectes, that this righteouſnes bꝛin⸗ 
the effefes geth forth in vs after our regeneration: wherof 
_ efth«righ- there are fower pꝛincipall partes. 
deere. Che frſt is of the moztificationof the fleſh: 
generation The lecond of the confeſlid of Faith. The third 
& tha: cõ- Of p)apers : and the laſt, of charitie. 
zeinecth  Moztification ofthe fleſh conlilteth in this, 
Parten. thatweluffer not ſinne to reigne invs:but cou⸗ 
Ir be mor- kagiouſip fight againſt all the concupilcences, 
+fcarion of thereof, obaping the ſpirite of the lawe of God, 
ze fleſh. and groning continually vnder the burden of 
| . our 


| A remedie © There are other ſome which neither haue 


and an Ge. bf wan ppp. aan, as 


_ Fpoplexia Apoplexies, the falling ſicknes, Palleyes and 


:ake:haway God to heale them, as he did the man ſicke k 
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ſing, that in this caſe he will make an ende, and 


and in the beginning and ending of all our 
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our infirmities , crying to Gop without cea:⸗ 


pꝛouide fo vs. | | 
Confeſſion conſiſteth in this, that we pu⸗ -;,.,,.- 

bliſh the meanes of our ſaluation , and that we fegen of 
witneſſe it openly and euidently by our wozkes Faith. 
and woꝛdes, at all times when occaſion is of- 
fred vnto vs: without being hindzed thzough 
the feare ol any daunger what ſoener. 

As concerning pꝛapers, it is neceſſarie that; pr ers. 
euening and moꝛning, befoze and after meate, | 


wozkes, we pꝛaye vnto God and pꝛaiſe him, 
begging that in our pꝛayers which he hath cõ⸗ 
maunded vs to axe, and pꝛomiſed to giue vnto 
bs, with full Faith and aſſuraunce to obteine 
them: which we muſt grounde vpon his grace 
and pꝛomiſes, and vpon the merite and inter⸗ 
ceſſion of Jeſus Chziſt our alone Mediatour. | 
As touching loue , firſt of all it is required 4. Charitie, | 
that we loue God with all our hearte, with all Y 
our fkrength and with all our vnderſfanding, 
and then our neighbour as our ſelfe , the which 
lone of our neighbour that it maye be righte it 
muſk be referred to that loue of God in ſuch 
wile that it be the rule and meaſure thereof, 
and likewile of all other our affections. 
Now in obſeruing ofthele fower poinctes, 
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me muſt fic take heede that we be not dall and 
| flathtull to do our indeuour therein. The which 
| .. | 2 £ thing that we mape auoide, we muſt ſeeke out 
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» with all diligence every occaſion to applie our 
ſelues thereto, and cake heede to auoide thoſe 
thinges which maye turne vs awaye from it. 
Then aiterwardes we muſt beware that in no 
wile we diſtruſte the grace of God, noꝛ the ſer⸗ 
uice that we offer vp vnto him, but that we be 
certainly perſwaded, that we together with our 
* wozkes, halbe acceptable vnto him, thꝛough 
grace, That hauing this perſwaſiõ we may go 
(aubfullp r cheeretully fozward in our vocatid, 
1 And finallp,that we take good heede to our 
— ſelues, that aboue all thinges we be not pꝛe⸗ 
mode pre- (WNPteous. And to the ende, to keepe vs from 
Fenpris e it, it is not enough, that we baue no opinion of 
21 _ our ſelues no} of our wozkes : but as it is wait: 
| four ſei- ten in the Pſalme : we muſt not deſire any 1 
_ A7 thing that is to highe foz vs, but be contente 
5 with that pozcion and meaſure of grace, that it 
hath pleaſed God to beſfow vpon vs, and we 
mult applie ourſelues accozding to that power 
and meane that be hath giuen vs: As S. Peter 
I. Pet. 4. 10 NH: Let euery man as he hath receaued the 
giftes: miniſter the ſame one co an other as a 
good houſband and ſtewarde of the graces and 
e of God, Fo} il we haue receaued buttwo | 
tallents, _ 


”- & 


+ the , as he that hath reccaued fiue, this is a p2e- 


niſter of Death. And Dauid ſpeaking to God 7145. 


and requireth ol p2ofices and gaines accoꝛding 


| KUghteoulnes,” m3. 
callentes,and wil make as great craffique with 


ſumption befoze God, who hath meaſured ouc 
and pꝛopoꝛtioned his giftes to our capacitie, 


to the quantitie of thoſe graces & giftes which 9 1 
be hath beſfowed vpon vs. | 
le haue ſaide in the beginning that the ſe: 75e ſtcom 
cond iudgement wherto we mulk anſwere con⸗ —— 
cerning our rightesuſnes, is that of the lawe, ere ve 1 
Af 


which is no other thing then the ſeate of Gods —— com 
righteouſnes, to which it is impoſſible fo vs cerning 

of our ſelues to ſatiſſie, and we haue neither 5 
woꝛkes, thoughtes, won des, no; affections but ne-. 

they are to be condemned of God, ifp2oceſſe be 

made out there fo2 vs, c᷑ we be to be iudged in | 
this courte : as S. Paule ſapeth that all they G; 10. 
which are bnder the lawe, are vnder che Curſe: 2. Cor. 3.7. | 
and in an other place, he calleth the law the Mi⸗ 1 


ſayeth; Enter not into judgement with thy ler⸗ jþ 
uant: Fo2 no man liuing ſhalbe iuſtiſted in thy | 
ſight: Allo in an other place he ſayeth:D Lom P.. 130, ll 
if thou looke vpon our iniquities, who ſhall | 
ſtande in thy tudgement?! Foz aſmuchagghts J | 
iudgement is ſo entier, where all thinges are | 
examined, in ſuch ſoꝛt. from point to point, that Iſt 
the bzighteneſſe and lighte of the moone and . | 
Karres, the righteoulnes and — of che Af 


_... 


| 


| 


_ F 
— CPE 
. . 
” 


. ye <a 


— 


— 


825.5. 
If Tob 4.18. 


i Rom. 2. 12. 


; 
f 


| The waye 


how to be 
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ted and cenſured, as Job ſayth. How then ſhall 
we be able to aunſwere there, and what meanes 
ſhall we alleage foz our iuſtilication, that we 
mapye eſcape? S. aule ſayth, They that haue 
ſinned without the lawe, ſhall periſh without 
the lawe. But ſeeing that they ſhall be condem⸗ 
ned by the lawe, who haue tranſgreſſed it: what 
ſhall we do then? we can aunſ were and alle age 
many thinges fo2 our defence, 

Firſt we can auoide this iudgement and 


ridde our ſelues from it demaunding to be ſent 


deliurred beloꝑe the thꝛone of Gods mercye: fozaſmuch 


| Aber the 


zrudge: ment 
and niale- 
diction of 


the l cave, 


as being free and deliuered, we are not any lon⸗ 
ger vnder the lawe, but under grace: ſo as 
Moiles is not nowe any moze our Judge but 
Jelus Chziſt: to whom the father hath giuen 


Galat. 4. 7. àdicthoꝑitie and iudgement. Mozeoner mercye 
John 5. 22. (ag S. James ſayeth) is aboue righteouſnes: 
2am. 1. x3. which is as an inferiour and lower courte, from 


which we may appeale to that highe and great 
courte of God his mercie:wherin Jeſus Chꝛiſt 
is ſette downe and keepeth the higheſt place as 
chtefe pꝛeſidente. And as it is he that is our ads 
ttocate , ſo we are aſſured that he will giue vs 
a diſcharge in our faueur. Wlherefoze ik the 
lawe, Moiſes and the righteouſnes of God doe 
tondemne vs. we muſt not theretoze be akraide: 
fozaſmuch as this is ſuch a ſimple ſentence, 


"I ſhall hardly eſcape from * reiec⸗ 


as 
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 keth actompte of our debtes, which is ſo harde 


God be our aſſeſſours, who moderate iudge⸗ 
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as we mape at t all times . from it. Ta 
tontlude, the lawe is as à receauer, which tas 


and rigozous that by no intreatie it will res wd | 
mitte and pardon any thing of that we owe, and | 
will make vs to pay to the vttermoſt farthing: 
But the Loꝛd is he that ſtayeth & cloſeth by the 
tounte, to witte Jeſus Chziſt, being (contrary 
to the law) good, gracious and liberall, entrea⸗ 
ting vs with all gentlenes, neither demaun⸗ 
dlug any thing of vs but that which we be able 
to paye, and furniſhing vs him ſelke with that 
which we lacke, and acquiting vs ok his mere 
liberalitie ol the duerplus, ſo that pꝛeſently it 
mape be ſupplyed in hun. 

Furthermoze we maye pet allea ge in this 
tudgement, that the lawe can not make our 
pꝛoceſſe: but Jeſus Chꝛiſt, and the mercie ok 


ment in ſuch ſozt, that not onely it can not be 

hurtefull vnto vs, but very healthfull fo2 vs. As 

the iudgement of the woman taken in adulte⸗ 

rie, the figure therof: who being thꝛeatened % 8.3. 
befoze Feſus Chꝛiſt, by the Phariſees, who n allego- 
maintapned that by the lawe of Moiſes ſhe ric of our 
ought to be ſtoned to death, was notwithſtan- £x22p:207 
ding all that they coulde alleage., ſente amaye of 
by Jeſus Chzift, without her actulers, oꝛ any ;4c1.ve 5y 
NR that were in their companie, once inter · Ieſuciriſt 


D ij 


e re a8 a Phiſicionand ſurgeon, comming to 


| 
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poſing to hurte her in any ſozte what ſoenert 
Onely Jeſus Chziſt ſapth vnto her, that henſe 
fo2warde ſhe muſt take heede that ſhe ſinned no 
moꝛe: and ſo that condemnation which the mi⸗ 
niſters of the law had pzonounced againſt her, 


and inſtruction. A thing that ought well to be 


The »/e of Marked, to the ende we maye vnderſfand what 
ohe lawe to- bught now a dayes to be the true vle of the 


der the lawe towardes the faithfull: which condemneth 
faithful. 


them no mote to death as it was wont, but teas 
cheth and enſtructeth them of their deutie, ex⸗ 
hozteth them to that, and repꝛoueth, and pꝛo⸗ 
cureth , by all meanes ſo to direct, and bꝛing 
them on, as they mape be ſuſſiciently enabled 
to goe to the ſchoole of Jeſus Chziſt. 

The lawe and Jeſus Chziſt in like manner 


ference of ſicke man to heale him. The ſurgeon openeth 
the lave the veine, and taketh awaye bloude from him, 
#he Goſpel. not to the ende to make him to dye, but as a re» 
medie, appointed fo2 the recouerie of his health 
and ſauetie . The lawe alſo peirceth our impo⸗ 
ſtume, c ſometimes maketh a great hole in it: 
but neither to the ende to kill vs, noꝛ to hurte 
vs: but to bꝛing vs into a good oꝛder, to the end 
we may be the moꝛe eaſely healed , Thoſe ſens 


tences then, that the lawe pꝛonounceth againſt 
bs, they are pꝛofitable ſoꝛ vs, fo; aſmuch as 
they 


was by Chꝛiſt, turned into a ſimple admonitid - 
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they awaken vs and make vs to looke to our 
ſelues and to our affaires, and to be moze dilt- 
gent to ſearch out the meanes wherby to bꝛing 
vs into good oꝛder. "2 _ 
The laſt bulwarke that we can ſet againſt / % 
the iudgement of the lawe, is that Jeſus Chꝛiſt ,, or | 
bath fulfilled the ſame foz vs, as he htm ſelfe defence . 
witnelleth: that he came not to aboliſh the law, nf che, | 
but to fulfil it. Whtch thing S. Paule allo con⸗ I | 
firmeth ſaying: that Chit is the accompliſh: 374 5. 15, 
mente of the lawe in righteouſnes to all þele: Nn. 10. 4. 
uers. Therfoze we be not, in any wile lubiect 1 
to death, no2 tothe curſe, that the lawe hath 
pꝛonounced againſt them, that haue tranſgreſ- 
ſed it, ſeeing we are the members of Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt, and that we haue keept and fullilled it 
in him. And as in Adam we were made ſinners 
thꝛough diſobedience: euen ſo being incoꝛpo⸗ 
rated into Jeſus Chziſt, we are righteous 
thzough his obedience : and ſo conſequently 
exempte from the iuriſdiction and power of the 
lawe: which can not exerciſe the aucthoꝛitie, it 
hach to condemne vs, but againſt them, that 
tranſgreſſe, and are rebellious againſt it. Mhẽ 
therfoze we endeuour our ſelues, to do our deu⸗ 
tie, to moꝛtiſie, thꝛough his ſpirite the wozkes 
ofthe fleſh, there is not any condemnation to 
bs, no2 to all them that are in Jeſus Chziſt, 
who are by a linely Faith —_ to him, ins Nen. d. i 

ly | 
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| gralled c intozpozated into his righteonſnes; 
17 re third The third kinde of iudgement whereof we 
"bu .. ſpake in the beginning of our diuilion is the 
| 3 e iudgement of men: which commonly is moꝛe 
zudgemen: coꝛtupte and vniuſte, by reaſon of their igno⸗ 
| men and raunce & faiſe opinions, which they conceaue 
| 25 "of framei in their owne byderſfanding: and likes 
e ſave wile becaule of their pailids and deſires, which 
[| oftentimes dꝛiue and carry them hedlong cons 
trarie ta their wil, (iherf92e we muſt not trous 
bleour ſelues muchtoſa;:ſfie that, eſpecially in 
matters that appertaine to religion and cone 


ſcience. As in the doctrine of ſaluation, which 


ſpirite ot God, noz ſearch faz it any where elſe 
hut iu the lawe and the Goſpell: where all is 
taught by the wꝛitinges of the Pꝛophetes and 
Apoſtles: WUherefoze there is no other rule ol 
our Faith and obedience, but the onely will 
of God, that is to ſaye we ought not to be: 


but that which he hath. pꝛomiſed in his holy 
Golpell, no2 doe any thing foz his ſerutce, but 


| inhislawe. And when lo euer it be kounde, that 
= faith men will be fo raſhe either to adde, 02 to dimi⸗ 

| N »- niſh, 62 to alter any thing in the woꝛde uf God, 
Ta others, khere a man mape judge, and ſurely perſwade 
him ſelle of ſuch, that they are falſe teachers 

and 


we muſt not take from any other, but from the 


leue any thing, as concerning our ſaluation, 


that which he hath commaunded and ozdeined - 
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and pꝛophets: and ſo like wile of them that be⸗ 
leue & ſubmitte them ſelues vnto ſuch by whom 
they are abuſed and deceaued. This is the rea⸗ 
{on why S. Paule ſayeth, that if he woulde 
pleaſe men, he ſhoulde not be the ſeruaunt of 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt. And in an other place: It an 
Angell from heauen ſhoulde teache any other 


Golpell then that Jeſus Chzift and his Apa⸗ 6/18. 10 J 


tles haue publiſhed, that he woulde accompt 
him accurſed. It is therefoꝛe needefull to be 
taught that in theſe thinges, belonging to the 

honour and ſeruice of God, and to the ſaluation 
and reit of our ſoules, we reſte our ſelues alto⸗ 
gether vpon the ſcripture, and thereto bend our 
ſelues as to the onely marke, that we neither 
haſt to much fozwarde , noꝛ lagge to much be⸗ 

binde. And further that we hange not vpon the 
iudgement of men, as whereby we mape either 

be iuſtiſied oz condemned. 


Sainct Paule wziting to the Corinthians i. cor. 4. 3. 
ſayeth: J paſſe litle to be iudged of you, 02 of . H 0. 


the iudgement ol men, no J iudge not my owne 
ſelfe: fozaſmuch as J know mp ſelfe not to be 
culpable in any thinge, vet am J not thereby 
iuſtiſied: but he that iudgeth me is the Loꝛzde. 
Therefoze iudge not befoze the time, befoze 
the Loꝛzde come, who will bꝛinge all thinges 
to light, manifeſtinge the thinges that are 
hidde, and all che counſailes 17 affections of 
litj 


the harte: thẽ ſhal enery one be pꝛaiſed of God, 


Mereby he would teache vs not much to eſteme 


the iudgement of men be it in good oz eutll, be⸗ 
cauſe they are vaine of their owne nature, and 
if they pꝛaiſe vs, this ought not to puſſe vs vp, 


oꝛ to encreaſe the opiniõ we haue ot our ſelues. 


Alſo if they diſpꝛaiſe oz condemne vs, we ought 


not therein to diſcourage our ſelues hauing the 


ſpirite of God, his wozde and our owne cons 
ſcience, to ſuſteine and iuſtiſie vs. 
U e are at this day excommunicated ofthe 
Pope, and condemned and reiected from his 
pꝛeſence and of the moſt parte of men:and pꝛin⸗ 
cipally of them, who are in greateſt eſtimation 
and credit af knowledge and wildom, notwith⸗ 
ſtanding concerning the Pope, we ought to 
make no reckoning ot him noꝛ of all ſentẽces 
that he can pꝛonounre and thunder out againſt 
vs. Foꝛ he is the enemie of Jeſus Chziſt, and 
conſequently Antichziſt: and an enemie of the 
light, fozaſmuch as all his wozkes are euil:and 
of the truth, being the firſt Embaſſadour and 
miniſter of lying:aud ta conclude, an vtter ene⸗ 
mie to che ſaluatiũ of men, and ot the hongur of 
God, Allo he is the ſonne of perdition, to cafk 
awape and ta deſtroye all thoſe, which will de- 


pende on his aucthozitie, and wilbe bꝛought to 


his opinion touching the eſtate and ſaluation of 


their conſtience. Is not this he which 
| - 
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the name of b 
ſhewe that he woulde be the pꝛotectour? It is 
not therfoꝛe to be meruailed at, if he condemne 
and holde thoſe fo2 heretiques, which loue the 
honour of God, and employ them ſelues to avs 
uaunce the kingdome of Jeſus Chzilk, 

As conterning the great and wile men of 
this wozld we ought not alſo to diſcourage our 
ſelues, ik they ſette them ſelues with all their 
ſtrength againſt the truth, wherof they haue no 
knowledge as Jeſus Chziſt ſapeth: that his 
father hath hidde from the great and wile of 
the-wozlve, the miſteries of the kingdome of 
heaueu, and hath reueiled them to litle ones. 


Accozding to which S. Paule lapeth: that he ;.cor.x.25; | 


preached Jeſus Chꝛiſt crucified, which was 
an offence to the Jewes, and fooliſhneſſe to the 
Grectans: alleaging that which is witten in 


Eſaie: I will deſtrope the wildome ok the wile, 14% 29.14. | 


and will caſte awaye the vnderſtanding of the 
pꝛudente. And adioining that ſame queſtion, 
There is the wiſe ? where is the leribeꝰ where 
is the diſputer of this wozlde ? Math not God 
made the wiſedome of this wozlde ſooliſhnes? 
Jeremie lapeth alſo, ſeeing the people to make 


no accompte of his woꝛde: J will get me vnto 


the great men, and will ſpeake vnto them, Fox 
they haue knowen the waye of the Loꝛd, which 
the people knew not. But theſe allo haue bo ⸗ 


= 


laſphemie vppon his fozhead, to oc. 13 Al 


Mat. 1 1. 25. 


Iere. 5. 5. 


* 


— 


. 
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the others. All theſe places ſerue to ſhew vnto 
vs, that God hath choſen the fooliſh thinges 
of the woꝛld, to confounde the wiſe, Andhereof 


it is, that we ſee nowe a dayes that the greateſt 


men and they that are of moſt reputation in the 
woꝛlde, do moſt obſtinatly reſiſte the truth: and 
ſhewe by woꝛde and effectes, that they are moſt 
blinde in God his matters, taking darkenes fo2 
light, ſomer foꝛ ſweete, and ſweete fo) ſower. 
Nou as the greatnes and aucthoꝛitie of men 
ought not to altoniſh vs, no} any whit to moue 
vs, ſo allo, neither the nomber and multitude 
of them. F oꝛaſmuch as the wape that leadeth 


to deſtruction is bꝛoade, and is choſen of the 


greateſt nomber of perſones who enter there, 
and goe on in it becauſe that men are naturally 
enclined to embzace errours and lyes and their 
is none, but the elect of God which beleue and 
loue thei truth: who are a litle nomber (as Jes 
ſus Chꝛiſt lapeih) in reſpect of the repꝛobate. 
We conclude then, that to the ende we be 
righteous it is not needful that we ſatiifie men, 
no2 confo2me our lelues to their iudgement, in 
matters that concerne the honour and ſeruice 
of almighty God, e the eſtate of the conſctence:- 
wherin oftẽtimes they erre, becaule they leaue 
the wozde of God which is the only way her: 
WW 


ken the poke, and — banded than felues to⸗ 
gether to ſpeake ag ainſt the woꝛde of God, as 


| o 


by a man maye well and rightely iudge and de⸗ 


_ faithfull man be parctall in policie, neither that 
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fine ol theſe two poincts, and betake the ſelues 

to the iudgement and definicton of their owne 

opiniõs and phantaleis, which are fo2 the moſt 

parte fonde and ridiculous. 

There are two thinges in which we maye of :he »/e 
applie our ſelues to mans tudgement,that is to of ciuill er 
ſap, to thinges meerly ciuill & politique, and to Pi 
thinges indifferent. Fo2 it muſt not be that a hinges. 


| 


he violate the publique peace,as log as he may 
keepe it c mainteine it without offence to God, 
oꝛ trouble to the quiet of his conſcience. But it 
behoneth that he obape the oꝛdinaunces ot the I 
Magiſtrate, and keep the ſtatutes, lawes © cu⸗ 132 
ffomes of the countrey where he dwelleth, care 
fully watching that he giue no octaſton of of* 
fence, noꝛ ſuſpicion that he will innouate oꝛ als 
ter any thinge in the eſtate and policie of the 
common wealth. 

As concerning thinges in different, we muſt / be vg 
follow the counſaill of S. Auguſtine wziting to 2 chinges © | 
Januarius : that when che thing chat is com- „ en 
maunded of men is not contrarie to Faith, no2 ee, 
to good tuſtomes, we muſt hold them foz indik⸗ 
ferent, # not gaine ſtand in any thing what fo e⸗ 5 
uer: ta 2 end to keep peace w thoſe with whom 
we are conuerſaunt. Foz which cauſe Uitco2 - 
Biſhop of Rome , was ſharpely repꝛoued by 


W +4 ' 
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Ireneus x other auncient © fachers: becauſe that 
for p vtuerſitte of ceremonies, which they kept 
in the celebꝛation of Eaſter, he had ſeparated 
bis Church from the Communion of the Eafte 
churches. The which thing was attributed vn; 
to him foꝛ great pꝛeſumption and arrogancie, 
that he would go about, to ſubiect all Churches 
to the Cuſtomes and ceremonies which were 
obſerued in his: and koꝛ hauing renounced the 
common conkederation, in which he ought to 
haue abidden vnited and faſt knicte, and not to 
haue bꝛoken the chaine of charity, which ought 
to haue locked together altke all the members 
" of the vniuerſall Church. 

rope forth The laſt indgement to which we mult aun⸗ 
lat iudg ſwere, is that of our conſcience, which either 
2 2 miniſtreth vnto vs great conſolations , oz elſe 
be ben. Areat tozments, accozding as it is either euill 
ſcience. on well diſpoſed. Fox we map ſape that a pure 
| conſcience,ts a paradiſe , which we maye haue 
good cõ- in this woꝛlde: fozalmuch as there is not any 
peat * thing which can bzing vs greater peace e con- 
this woride | tentmente, be it in pꝛolperitie 02 in aduerſitte, 
Euen like as þ bodie when it is in good health, 


| 4 fil colde of winter, and likewiſe the exceſſive and 
n _ Batemperace heat ofcheſommer:euen ſo a con- 
ſtitte that is whole, x fully reſolued, can beare 
ns all arch, without peelding oz ſh2in- 


| 


is ſtrong and able to bearethe great ſtoꝛmes  - 


king 


* 


at 


pt 
d 
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king vnder the burden and waight ol any thing 


| there is nothing in þ wozld that may moze vere hal. 
e to2mentce vs. And as a good conſcience is as 
ſuger to lweeten and mollifte all our affections; 
euenſo other is as ſharpe vinegre, which ſows 
reth & troubleth all our ioyes and conſolations: 
And mozeouer as the one is ſufficient to reſiſt 
all tentations:euen ſo þ other is ſofte,cowardly 
Evanquitſhed aſlone as it is aſſailed, It is nes 
ceſſarie therefoze that as we are curious in loo⸗ 
king to the health of our bodies, obſeruing fo 
that purpoſe, the diete and gouernment chat is 
deliuered e appointed by the phiſition vnto vs, 
c cõtrarywiſe abſtaining from all choſe meats, 
t exceſſe which may offende & alter our health: 
enen ſo that we haut the ſame deſire and care to 
pꝛeſerue that health of our ſoules, marking di⸗ 


ligently all che rules and oꝛdinaunces ol good 


life, which God the moſt highe and ſoueraigne 
phiſition hath appointed vs, and taking heede 
on the other ſide, to auoide and ſhun that, which 
he hath pꝛohibited and foꝛbidden vs. 

Let vs conſider a litle, what great pleaſure 
and ioye a man may haue, who returning home 
after a long ioznie into his owne houſe, findech 
chere his wife, who commeth to take him about 
the necke, and embzaceth him, killing and ma⸗ 


what ſo euer map happen vnto it, Cotrarywiſe nt! 
an euill and ſicke conſcience is a verie hell, and . Ss 1 


[ 
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Te and by to foꝛgette all his travel! which he hath 
eenduren in his ioꝛney? as contrarywile, if he 
$ ſhould find his wife after his returne bzawling, 
riotous,{rowarde , & who in ſted ol comtozting 
him, would all maner of wayes vere & to2ment 
him, woulde not this encreaſe and double his 
paines and to2ments which he hath ſuffred by 
the way? Euen ſuch is p eſtate of the conſcifce, 
Although that our enemies commit a thouſand 
doutrages, violencies &villanies againſt vs: If 


our own confcience,fint chere one with a chere- 


and contente vs, it maketh vs in a momente to 
koꝛgette all our enemies. But on the other ſide, 
. if it be naught, it weryeth vs in ſuch ſozt, þ we 
2 ſhal not find any houſe wozſe then our owne, noꝛ 
| any place where we ane += woꝛſe quiet our ſel⸗ 
- 1/41 28. 20. ue, then with our ſelues.2atc lapth:p an euill 
fre ſini- coulctence is as a ſtreighte bed, in which a man 
can not ſtretch him ſelfe, noz turne him ſelfe at 
pleaſure. It is anhard thing foꝛ à man there to 
fleepe well and to reſt quietly: Likewife a man 
which hath a feftred cõſcience, he can not ſinde 
an place oꝛ condicion to contente him, æwhich 
is not airsgecher to ſtreighte to2 him. This is 
ln auſe that Dauid fo often pꝛayeth co God 
8 OR 8 . harte at large, 5 
is 


king muth of him: doth not this make him by 


we returning from our ſelues, and entring into 


ful merrie countenaunce, which doth;comfo2e 


e 3% 


| is to —— be wil bewh Tim this te: x rl — 
he may alwapes haue a ſofid-# vpꝛight colcifce, 4M | 
: Now cop end we may haue ſuch a co\ cifce, The way wil 
1g, | it behoueth that it be will foiided:# that it map have e 
ng | be well founded, it is requiſite that y only wozd I 1 
?nc ol God be the foundation therof;io as we make © | 
is no conſcience, but tu do thoſe thinges that God 
by ] hath fozbidden ꝙ to leaue vndone thoſe thinges 
e. that he hach cõmaunded. Foz almuch as he that 
1 wil ſtretch out his cõſcience beyond this. knows 
I eth not how to ſaue him ſelfe, but that ranging 
o - | beyond the boũdes of Gods wozd,he muſt haue 
2 tnfinic ſcruples, which ſhall vere him cõtinual⸗ 
t | 1p. And to be ſhozt, there is nothing in p woꝛlde 
0 moe pernitious noz moze to be feared, then to 
; cofound p conſciẽce about ſuch imaginatiõs, o2 
about the cõmaundements c traditions ot men. a 
5 But here muſt be noted that the conſciẽce c 4 Aiferke 
the peace of conſcience are thinges diuerſe, and bei che 
that they haue diuerſe foundactons. Foꝛ the cõ⸗ 7 A 
ſciẽceſ as hath bin already declared) is ruled by , any bye + 
the law, that is co ſay, by the cũmaundements, ſcience he 
fozbiddings of God, But; p peace of conſcience, 
hath fo his foundacionþ Goſyell, ö pꝛomileg, Leu r 
the grace of Jeſus Chꝛiſt a his righteouſnes, aneh bath 
And as there is no other meane to anſwere toy /, es rag * 
iudgement ol God , but þ righteoulnes e ind of Hager 
c#cy of Jeſus Chiift: eu? ſo ts it he alone which /cien 
þ 4 can ſtand bs in ſted to ſatiſſte p iudgemẽt of our 


— 
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* 
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= Bf": 11 (ct; A Fo; il we locke vits our woꝛtes we 


HFI Katr f 8 -OU nes. 


haue ourxauſciences ſtretghie way vexed g dif- 


| 5 ay 5 5 = Quieten Wit 'feare Ediſkruſt of not hauing done 
[ 5 . vr deutie, in not obaying God, noꝛ keeping of 


his cömaundements, as we were bound: which 


| e was the tauſe S. aul layed, that he felt him 


elke not culpable ot any thing, but pet fox this, 


EE he choughtehim ſelfe not iuſtified:togiue ha to 


vnderſtand: that there is nothing ÿ can pa lie 

our cõſcience, but p only righteoulne es of Jeſus 
Chiiſt;xnac our own, which is alwaies imper⸗ 
fect tt deflled with many filthes of our cõcupil⸗ 
cfce, by reaſon hereof cannot contẽt our hart, 
noꝛ make vs to take any plcaſure in many of 
tbole thinges we haue done oz left vndone: but 
the bloud, woundes e death, and the ſide of Je⸗ 
ſus Chꝛiſt opened (as S. Bernard lapth ) is 
that, which pacifieth the conſcience, when as it 
would thus toꝛmõt c perſecute vs: Beholde the 
freedom e refuge we haue, where we map re⸗ 
tire to ſauetie. To conclude then and here to 
CP make an ende ofthis treatiſe , the righteouſnes 
"of Teſus Chꝛiſt, is the only meane ,wherby we 
Are tuſtiſted befozethe iudgemkt ol God, of the 

NY lame, ofmen, aud of the conſcience, 
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I 


